
United Church of Hinesburg Plant Sale
BY YVONNE WHITAKER

A 50-plus year tradition at the 
United Church of Hinesburg 
continues with our 2024 

Plant Sale. The sale will be in two 
phases again this year.
The first phase will be an online 
sale of perennials in April that will 
be ready for pick up in early May. 
We will have beautiful, generously 
sized, healthy, and hardy perenni-
als dug from our gardens to tempt 
you. The online perennials store  
 

will be accessed from the church 
website ucofh.org. Shop early to 
ensure the best selection.

 
The second phase will be an in-per-
son sale of annuals and  other se-
lections in early-mid May.
The dates that the store will be 
open, as well as the pick-up and 
in-person sale days, will be deter-
mined in early April. Watch for the 
announcement of dates on Front 
Porch Forum and Facebook and in 
The Hinesburg Record calendar.
For more information call (802) 
482-3352 or email unitedchurch@
gmavt.net.

Gymnastics State Championship
BY KATE DODGE

On February 17, the CVU 
gymnastics team wrapped 
up the season by com-

peting at the Vermont State 
Gymnastics Championship, held at 
St. Johnsbury Academy. CVU (7-1) 
took second place out of ten teams, 
facing stiff competition from Essex. 
Hinesburg residents Ruby Opton 
and Jasmine Dye both earned 
spots on the podium. Opton, a se-
nior, came in second on balance 
beam, third on floor, and sixth 
in the All-Around. Dye, a sopho-
more, took fifth on balance beam 
and sixth place on uneven bars. 
Congratulations to the team on a 
great season.

Partnerships to Create and Maintain 
Affordable Housing
BY XANDER PATTERSON AND CARL BOHLEN, HINESBURG AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Welcome to the third install-
ment of the Hinesburg 
Affordable Housing 

Committee’s (HAHC) exploration 
into causes of and solutions for our 
town’s crisis in housing, especially 
affordable housing. It is a crisis in-
flicting not just our town, but also 

our county, our state, much of the 
country, and very possibly you or 
someone you know. What can we 
do about it here in Hinesburg?
The State of Housing in 
Hinesburg
Housing is scarce. In Chittenden 

County the rental vacancy rate is 
just 1 percent. (A 4-6 percent va-
cancy rate balances the needs of 
both renters and property owners.) 
Homes for sale are similarly hard 
to find. Hence, rents and sales pric-
es are high. Housing is considered 

INSIDE…
“Seams Like Spring”
Page 20: Champlain Valley Quilters will 
be hosting its 2024 Quilt Show. 

Poetry & Puppetry
Page 14: World-renowned puppeteer 
conducted a residency for HCS. 

Service Directory & Calendar
Page 16-17: At-a-glance view of  
community services and events.

of Hinesburg
Moments Captured
Page 24: See what photographers in 
our area are up to.
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Rural Residential 1 
District – Rezoning 
Proposal
The selectboard got a brief in-
troduction to the Planning 
Commission’s RR1 rezoning pro-
posal on February 21. They plan 
to discuss it in more depth at their 
April 3 meeting. After their discus-
sion on April 3, the selectboard has 
a few options:
• Schedule and hold a public 

hearing.
• Make minor changes, and then 

schedule and hold a public 
hearing.

• Send the proposal back to the 
Planning Commission to be 
reworked.

Beyond the April 3 meeting, the se-
lectboard must hold at least one 
public hearing before any revisions 
can be adopted. After they hold a 
public hearing, the selectboard 
decides whether to adopt the re-
visions or send them back to the 
Planning Commission. The pro-
posal and additional information 
can be found on the Town website, 
hinesburg.org/planning-zoning/
pages/regulation-revisions
This proposal is the result of near-
ly three years of discussion, site 
visits, and community outreach 
by the Planning Commission. It 
stems from an action item in the 
Town Plan to revise the zoning for 
the rural portions of the RR1 dis-
trict in order to reinforce the rural 
character of these areas. The com-
mission heard from many people 
– some seeking stronger protec-
tions for wildlife habitat and other 
natural resources, and some seek-
ing to preserve landowner devel-
opment rights under the existing 
zoning. The commission sought to 
balance these perspectives, while 
revising the current one-size fits 
all zoning for the RR1 district. The 
proposal seeks to treat the most 
rural portions of the RR1 district 
the same as the other rural areas 
in Hinesburg – where development 
remains possible at reasonable lev-
els, but where natural resources 
and the working landscape remain 
priorities.
The RR1 district is that cen-
ter slice of Hinesburg, bound-
ed by Route 116 on the west and 
Richmond Road and North Road 
on the east, excluding the village 
growth area. The district includes 
very densely settled areas along 
Richmond Road that are served by 
municipal water and/or sewer (e.g., 
Birchwood Drive neighborhood, 
Sunset Villa mobile home park). 
It also includes lightly settled ar-
eas constrained by steep slopes 
and sensitive natural resources – 
e.g., Mt. Pritchard area (near St. 
George border) and Lavigne Hill 
Road area. The proposed changes 
divide and rezone the existing RR1 
zoning district into new and sur-

rounding zoning districts to better 
reflect different land forms, pat-
terns of development, and land use 
priorities.

Zoning Modernization 
– April 10 Hearing
Over the last few years, there 
have been significant changes to 
the state law that governs munic-
ipal zoning and land use regula-
tions. These have largely been in 
response to Vermont’s housing 
supply and affordability problems. 
Most of these changes were geared 
to make it easier to create new 
housing.
With funding from a State 
Municipal Bylaw Modernization 
Grant, the Planning Commission 
engaged a planning consultant 
(PlaceSense LLC) to analyze 
Hinesburg’s existing land use reg-
ulations and help us make minor 
revisions to bring us into compli-
ance with state statute, and enable 
the creation of more housing, es-
pecially more affordable housing. 
The area affected is principally the 
eight Village Growth Area zoning 
districts, but some changes will 
have a townwide effect.
Some examples:
• Treat duplexes the same as sin-

gle-unit dwellings in terms of re-
quired lot area, setbacks, etc.

• Remove barriers to the creation 
of 3-plex and 4-plex buildings.

• Allow for 900-plus square foot ac-
cessory apartments, and remove 
bedroom limits and access drive 
restrictions.

• Increase the amount of affordable 
housing required of larger devel-
opments in the village growth 
area.

• Eliminate our current density 
bonus system in favor of a more 
simple and consistent system.

The Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at 7 p.m. 
on April 10. We want your ques-
tions and comments. Not an eve-
ning meeting person? No problem! 
Contact Alex Weinhagen, Director 
of Planning & Zoning (aweinha-

Letter Policy

The Hinesburg Record wel-
comes letters from Hinesburg 
residents and from others 

who are involved in issues that 
affect our town. The opinions ex-
pressed in the Letters to the Editor 
are those of the writers.

All letters must be signed. Addresses 
and phone numbers must also be 
provided for verification purposes. 
Addresses and phone numbers will not 
be published.

Letters should be 500 words or less, 
and we reserve the right to edit based 
on available space. When possible, let-
ters should focus on local issues. Other 
forums exist for statewide, national, 
and international issues.

With these cautions, please keep those 
letters rolling in. Send them via email 
to news@hinesburgrecord.org, mail 
them to The Hinesburg Record, P.O. 
Box 304 or deliver them to the Record 
drop box on Charlotte Road.

April 8, the 
Heifer’s Dilemma…
When the sun goes dark in an 
eclipse, birds and tree frogs and 
even the crickets quickly go silent. 
It’s an eerie feeling. But consid-
er the plight of the dairy cows. Do 
they head for the milking parlor? 
It’s a long walk…they have no real 
sense of time. But then, before they 
reach the paddock gate, it turns 
light again. Say what?
The birds and frogs and crickets 
resume their noisy chatter pretty 
quickly. Even the neighborhood 
Bard Owl is likely to chime in with 
a ‘who-who, who cooks for you?’ as 
daylight resumes.
But the cows? Turn around and 
go back to grazing? Lay down 
and think about it? Mill about in 
confusion, or moo up a protest? 
Doubt they’ll be off their feed, but 
will milk production be down? 
Inquiring minds want to know!

                  —Jim Jarvis 

Town Manager 
Report
BY TODD ODIT

A successful Town Meeting is 
behind us, and with the vot-
ers approving all of the town 

budgets, we can focus on moving 
existing capital projects along 
as well as contemplating how we 
might be able to address some of 
the issues that were raised at the 
informational meeting.
One of the projects that staff and 
the selectboard will need to work 
on is the Town Hall. While the roof 
has been stabilized, it is not a long-
term fix. More work will need to 
be done. But the Town Hall needs 
more than just a roof, it needs: to 
be compliant with Americans with 
Disabilities Act; to be energy effi-
cient (net zero?); and to provide 
more office and community space. 
Initial conceptual design work was 
completed last spring. An energy 
assessment of Town Hall was con-
ducted mid-March. Revisiting the 
conceptual designs knowing the 
building’s energy deficiencies will 
be the first step.
Affordable housing has been a pri-
ority of the selectboard and we re-
cently had a bit of serendipity on 
that front. Over the past few years 
while out on my lunchtime run, I 
noticed an underutilized property 
in the village and wondered if and 
how it could become a site for an af-
fordable housing project. After con-
tacting the landowner and asking 
their plans for the property, Carl 
Bohlen, the Chair of the Affordable 
Housing Committee, helped me 
connect the landowner with Green 
Mountain Habitat. A few weeks lat-
er we learned that Green Mountain 
Habitat would be acquiring the 
property, with hopes to construct 
six perpetually affordable owner-
ship units.
Regarding the informational town 
meeting, the overarching theme 
seemed to be a desire for more ser-

vices, such as sidewalks, traffic  
calming, road maintenance and 
public safety services. Given the 
squeeze the town is currently un-
der (increasing costs and a fairly 
static taxable base that is mainly 
residential) expanding services 
or providing more services will be 
a significant challenge. And that 
doesn’t appear likely to change any-
time soon.
In closing, thank you to everyone 
who voted, regardless of how you 
voted. Participating in your lo-
cal government is welcomed and 
appreciated. And there are many 
ways to do so throughout the year. 
Check the town’s website for more 
information www.hinesburg.org. 
You can also email me at todit@
hinesburg.org or call me at 802-
482-4206. Better yet, stop by Town 
Hall and let’s chat.

Planning News
BY ALEX WEINHAGEN, DIRECTOR 
OF PLANNING & ZONING

Community Survey 
Results
Thank you! We received over 500 
responses to the community vision 
survey that was open from January 
10 through February 23. Survey re-
sults can be found on the town web-
site, hinesburg.org/planning-com-
mission/pages/town-plan-update. 
See below for results to two sim-
ple questions – one heartening, 
one concerning. Stay tuned, as we 
are planning for community fo-
rums and potentially additional is-
sue-specific surveys.
All of this is our attempt to get 
community input as the Planning 
Commission works on updating the 
Hinesburg Town Plan. The Town 
Plan describes the town’s history, 
the existing physical, social, and 
economic conditions of the com-
munity, and establishes a vision for 
Hinesburg’s future. This vision is 
supported by specific goals and ac-
tion items.

Deadline for our next  
Issue: April 25 
Send articles to: news@hinesburgrecord.org. 
You may also use the drop box at the Giroux 
home at 327 Charlotte Road to drop off hard 
copy articles and photographs.
Contact us at ads@hinesburgrecord.org for ads 
or call us at 802-999-2410.
Contact us at information@hinesburgrecord.org 
for general information. 
Deadlines for 2024 & 2025
Advertisement/News Publication Date 
April 11 ............................. April 25
May 16 ............................. May 30
June 13 ............................. June 27
There is no publication date in July 
August 15 ......................... August 29
September 12 .................... September 26
October 17 ........................ October 31
November 14..................... November 29
There is no publication date in December
January 16, 2025 ............... January 30, 2025

Our Policies
The Hinesburg Record is published ten times 
each year by The Hinesburg Record, Inc., a non-
profit corporation, and is mailed free of charge 
to all residents of Hinesburg.
The Hinesburg Record is not responsible be-
yond the cost of advertising for any additions, 
deletions, or typographical errors that may 
occur.
The Hinesburg Record is not responsible 
beyond the printing of corrections for errors in 
submitted material.
The Hinesburg Record assumes no respon-
sibility for claims arising in connection with 
products or services advertised herein.
Letters and articles printed in The Hinesburg 
Record do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the staff. The staff reserves the right to reject 
copy or letters that are unsuitable for readers 
from a general audience. The staff will not 
accept Letters to the Editor that are unsigned.

Subscriptions 
One year subscriptions are available for a $15 
donation to The Hinesburg Record, Inc., PO Box 
304, Hinesburg, Vermont 05461. Please print 
the name and address clearly.

Board of Directors
Tom Giroux 
Pat Mainer 
Ginny Roberts 
Dotty Schnure 
Richard Watts

Staff
Mary Jo Brace: Finance Officer, Treasurer
John Clifford: Writer
Kevin Lewis: President, Ad Coordinator
Cathy Ryan: Vice President, Supervising Editor
Cody Vernet: Social Media Coordinator
Laurie Wedge: Copy Editor/Proofreader

TOWN HALL INFORMATION
HINESBURG.ORG
Town Clerk Office: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. -4:00 
p.m. Heather Roberts, Clerk/Treasurer, 
hroberts@hinesburg.org  802-482-2281 ext. 1.
Town Manager’s Office: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. Todd Odit, Town Manager, 
Todit@hinesburg.org  802-482-4206. Joy 
Dubin Grossman, Assistant Town Manager, 
jdubingrossman@hinesburg.org 802-482-4207.
Town Planner Office: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m. Alex Weinhagen, Planner, aweinhagen@
hinesburg.org 802-482-2281 ext. 225.
Zoning Administrator Office: Mon.-Fri. 12:00 
p.m.-4:00 p.m. and by appointment. Jim Jarvis, 
Zoning Administrator, jjarvis@hinesburg.org 
802-482-4213.
Assessor’s Office Hours: Mon. 8:30 a.m.-11:30 
a.m., other hours by appointment. Lisa Truchon, 
VMPA - NEMRC/Assessor, assessor@hinesburg.
org, 802-482-2281 ext. 228.
Hinesburg Recreation Office: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 
a.m. -4:00 p.m. Jennifer McCuin, Recreation 
Coordinator, hinesburgrec@gmavt.net, 802-
482-2281 ext. 230.
OTHER INFORMATION

Recycling & Trash Drop-Off Centers: Hinesburg, 
907 Beecher Hill Rd., Sat. and Weds. 8 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. Williston, Redmond Road; Mon.-Sat. 
8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. CSWD.NET.
Environmental Depot: 1011 Airport  
Parkway, South Burlington. Weds., Th., Fri., 
8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.; Sat. 8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
863-0480.
Hinesburg Community Resource Center: 51 
Ballards Corner Road. Shannon Wheeler, 
Executive Director, wheeler@hinesburgresource.
org, 802-482-4946. Alex Koncewicz is the 
contact for Friends of Families, and she can be 
reached at the same number or at koncewicz@
hinesburgresource.org. Hinesburg Food Shelf 
hours are Fri. 10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon. Tues. 
5:30-7:30 p.m. HINESBURGRESOURCE.ORG
United States Post Office Hours: Window: Mon.-
Fri. 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sat. 8:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon. Lobby & Box Access: 24/7. 802-482-
2292.
Hinesburg Community School: 10888 Route 
116, 802-482-2106, CVSDVT.ORG/DOMAIN/9 for  
cafeteria menu, staff directory, department and 
team info, calendar, etc. 
Champlain Valley Union High School: 369 CVU 
Road, 802-482-7100, CVSDVT.ORG/DOMAIN/12 for 
calendar, staff directory, student portal, etc.
Carpenter-Carse Library:. 69 Ballards Corner, 
802-482-2878, CARPENTERCARSE.ORG for library 
hours, services, and online resources. 
Connecting Youth: Chittenden South 
community-based organization  
dedicated to creating a safe and healthy 
environment for young people. SEEWHY.INFO

GOVERNMENT 
CONTACTS
US Senators
Peter Welch, D 
802-652-2450 welch.senate.gov
Bernie Sanders 
802-862-0697 sanders.senate.gov

US Congressman
Becca Balint, D 
202-225-4115 balint.house.gov

VT Senate  Chittenden District 
Philip Baruth, P/D - Burlington 
802-503-5266 pbaruth@leg.state.vt.us
Virginia “Ginny” Lyons, D - Williston 
802-863-6129 vlyons@leg.state.vt.us
Christopher A. Pearson, P/D -  
Burlington 802-860-3933,  
CPearson@leg.state.vt.us
Michael Sirotkin, D - South Burlington  
802-999-4360 msirotkin@leg.state.vt.us 
Kesha Ram, D - Burlington  
802-324-5608  
kesha@kesharam.com 
Thomas Chittenden, D - South Burlington 
802-233-1913  
thomas@thomaschittenden.com

Vermont House
Phil Pouech, D - Hinesburg  
ppouech@leg.state.vt.us
Chea Waters Evans, D- Hinesburg/ 
Charlotte cevans@leg.state.vt.us

Hinesburg Selectboard
Merrily Lovell, Chair 802-482-5655 
mlovell@hinesburg.org
Maggie Gordon, Vice Chair  
802-482-4216 mgordon@hinesburg.org
Mike Loner 802-309-5032  
mloner@hinesburg.org
Dennis Place 802-482-2271  
dplace@hinesburg.org
Paul Lamberson 802-578-1105  
plamberson@hinesburg.org

Town Hall Information    
Heather Roberts, Clerk Treasurer  
hroberts@hinesburg.org

CVSD School Board    
Keith Roberts, Director 802-482-3134 
Colleen MacKinnon, Vice Chair  
802-482-3266

Town newsLeTTers 

continued on page 4

Have an ad? email 
 ads@hinesburgrecord.org 
or call 802-999-2410.

Some of the results from the Community Survey Results.

Please answer the need
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trusive lighting.
Lights on poles can’t be more than 
20’ in the air, while lights on build-
ings may be no more than 15’ up. 
Lighting of public buildings and 
architectural features like church 
steeples and bell towers doesn’t 
require a permit, but is required 
to position and shield the light-
ing so that direct light is confined 
to the building to be illuminated. 
Similarly, temporary lighting for 
special events and emergencies are 
exempt from the regulations.
For non-exempt lighting, levels 
should be the minimum necessary 
to accomplish nighttime use of a 
property. Fixtures, light intensity, 
and placement have to ensure that 
only areas needing light are illu-
minated. Lights must be downcast, 
and shielded to protect the night 
sky from sky glow.
Did you know we have an obser-
vatory? Yes, we do. The Vermont 
Astronomical Society has a really 
neat installation on Observatory 
Road. Not only that, but our town 
library has a telescope that can 
be checked out by star-inspired 
youngsters and oldsters alike.
So, there are two good reasons 
to keep the sky glow to a mini-
mum, not to mention not blinding 
your neighbors or drivers on near-
by roads with unshielded or mis-
aimed lighting.
Now for the fun part: If you’ve 
heard Manfred Mann’s slurred hit 
rendition of Springsteen’s song 
… the words are “…blinded by the 
light…revved up like a Deuce… an-
other runner in the night.”
A classic ‘Deuce’ was a ‘32 Ford, 
equipped with a double barrel car-
burator (deuce). Picture a cher-
ry red convertible coupe, with 
chromed headers, valve cover and 
air intake, hood removed for easy 
viewing. They used to race ‘em 
along the main drag in Asbury 
Park, N.J., back in the day, when 
Springsteen and the E Street Band 
were performing at The Stone Pony.
The zoning regulations are de-
tailed, so if you have questions, 
we’d be glad to help you find the 
answers. There’s a really handy 
graphic showing acceptable light-
ing fixtures in the lighting regula-
tions. It’s found on page 106 of the 
lighting regulations. You can get to 
it from the town website, or contact 
me at town offices: 802-482-4213, 
jjarvis@hinesburg.org.

Reminders from 
our Drop-Off 
Centers
Spring and warmer weather are 
right around the corner, so here 
are some reminders from CSWD as 
you head into the season of garden-
ing and yard cleanup.
Reminder #1: We take yard waste 
year-round at these facilities only:
Organics Recycling Facility in 
Williston (Home of Green Mountain 
Compost)
Drop-Off Center in Essex
Drop-Off Center in South 
Burlington
Drop-Off Center in Milton
Drop-Off Center in Hinesburg 
(leaves and yard trimmings only)
Reminder #2: Pellet and soil bags 
are trash. Even though many 
of them say they are recyclable, 
CSWD does not accept these as 
blue-bin recycling.
Reminder #3: Black plastic is not 
recyclable in the blue bin. If you 
are looking to dispose of your 
black plastic pots, please dispose 
of these in the trash and not your 
recycling bin. Other great options 
include reusing or giving to a gar-
den center or plant store.

Solar Eclipse 
Glasses
On April 8, Vermont will be a prime 
location for viewing this year’s so-
lar eclipse. Our state is expecting a 
lot of solar eclipse viewers, which 
also means a lot of solar eclipse 
glasses to divert from the landfill.
CSWD has partnered with 
Astronomers Without Borders to 
establish collection sites for solar 
eclipse glasses to be reused. These 
glasses will then be redistributed 
to communities who might not oth-
erwise have a safe way to view the 
solar eclipse.
We are working with six differ-
ent towns and businesses in 
Chittenden County to establish 
roughly 25 collection bins for these 
glasses. We will also have bins at 
each of our Drop-Off Centers for 
you to bring your solar glasses.

and more time for public input. 
Then we will have a public hearing 
where there will again be time for 
public comments.
Land for Affordable Housing 
Project: The possibility of using 
ARPA funds to support a Habitat 
for Humanity project to build six 
owner-occupied homes was dis-
cussed. All selectboard members 
were in favor of supporting afford-
able housing in Hinesburg, but 
there was some disagreement on 
how to fund the project. Therefore, 
this item will come back at a future 
meeting.
The selectboard approved the Town 
Common Committee application 
for an AARP Community Challenge 
program grant of $30,000 for 
benches and picnic tables as an-
other step in building our Town 
Common.
FY 23 Audit Report: The detailed 
yearly audit report was given to the 
selectboard. As in previous years, 
the auditors found no issues with 
the financial statements of the 
Town government.

March 6
The selectboard met for a reorga-
nization meeting and to establish 
some procedures and posts for the 
coming year. With the same mem-
bers taking up selectboard work 
for the new year, the following 
officers were re-elected: Merrily 
Lovell, Chair; Maggie Gordon, 
Vice-chair.
Other routine, annual measures 
were approved, such as appoint-
ing The Citizen as our newspa-
per of record, re-adopting our 
Code of Ethics and our Operating 
Guidelines, and adopting the Road 
and Bridge Standards.
In discussing the Town Meeting, 
selectboard members felt it went 
smoothly and there were good dis-
cussions and helpful suggestions. 
The zoom disruption has been re-
solved and hopefully will not hap-
pen again during future meetings. 
The selectboard apologizes to any-
one who was offended by anything 
heard during this disruption. In 
the future, access to zoom meet-
ings will be more restricted, mak-
ing our meetings safer.

Blinded By the 
Light?
BY JIM JARVIS, ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR

It’s a Springsteen song from the 
‘70s, but recent contractor calls 
to the zoning office show that it’s 
still a topic for discussion today. We 
get periodic email and phone calls 
concerning neighbors’ lights, and 
asking for guidance. For those of 
you curious about the song, you’ll 
find a few tidbits at the end of this 

article.
First, why is zoning involved with 
this? For decades, our regulations 
required that new development en-
sure that outdoor lights were in-
stalled or shielded to reduce glare 
and night sky illumination. On July 
12, 2018, the regulations were up-
dated with greater specificity and 
certain exemptions. Section 5.29 
of the zoning regulations speak to 
this. Hinesburg zoning regulations 
specifically try to minimize lighting 
impact on nearby properties and 
roads, reduce energy use, and pro-
tect the visibility of the night sky.
Be a good neighbor: New lighting 
installed after 2018 is subject to the 
regulations, even on existing homes 
and businesses. We’re plenty busy 
dealing with town development and 
would rather not become the light-
ing police; so please think about 
your neighbors when installing new 
outdoor lights or changing out ex-
isting lights with new fixtures.
If you increase the number of exte-
rior lights, or increase their bright-
ness, you DO have to meet current 
standards. Similarly, if you change 
the aiming of the lights so they im-
pact neighbors, or blind drivers on 
your road, you may be subject to 
the lighting regulations.
The general residential use ex-
emption permits up to four lights 
per building, each with light output 
no greater than 1200 lumens. Such 
lights need not be shielded, nor 
meet any of the other provisions in 
section 5.29, so long as they’re not 
more than 1200 lumens, as marked 
on the product. Low level decora-
tive lighting, like holiday lights, is 
exempt, as is lighting of the U.S. 
flag. The regulations suggest this 
be done from the top of the flag-
pole, looking down, rather than up, 
contributing to sky glow.
LED lamps can appear brighter 
than an equivalent incandescent 
bulb. LEDs tend to be bluer than 
incandescents, which makes them 
seem brighter and increases scat-
tered light. For reference, a 100W 
lightbulb yields 1600 lumens. 75W 
is equivalent to 1100 lumens.
Color temperature matters for 
non-exempt lighting. The regu-
lations discuss color temperature 
and Color Rendering Index (CRI), 
requiring a CRI of 60 or above. 
This means white LEDs or met-
al halide lamps are preferred over 
Mercury Vapor (blue-green) or 
Sodium Vapor (yellow). If you’re 
buying LEDs, 5500 Kelvin is equiv-
alent to bright sunlight, while 
2700 is a warm room light.
For non-exempt lighting, the 
rules require full-cutoff light fix-
tures. That is, shielded such that 
no light is emitted upward or hori-
zontally, and only the desired area 
to be illuminated gets the light. 
The intent is to protect neighbor-
ing properties or roadways from in-

Collection sites open to the public 
include the following locations:
• CSWD Drop-Off Centers
• Burlington parks: Waterfront 

Park, Battery Park, City Hall 
Park, Roosevelt Park, Leddy 
Park, Oakledge Park.

• Shelburne Athletic Fields
We are estimating that this pro-
gram will help divert thousands of 
solar glasses from Vermont’s land-
fill, instead, giving them to commu-
nities in need.

gen@hinesburg.org, 802-482-
4209) with questions and com-
ments. He will forward your com-
ments to the commission. For de-
tails see the Town website, hines-
burg.org/planning-zoning/pages/
regulation-revisions

Planning Commission 
& DRB Vacancies
We have several vacancies on both 
the Planning Commission and the 
Development Review Board. Do 
you have the time, interest, and in-
clination to step up and help out? 
Want to help sculpt Hinesburg’s 
future vision and the land use reg-
ulations that help us achieve it? 
Wondering how that new subdi-
vision got approved? Is that busi-
ness going to put in a sidewalk 
when it expands? Why did that de-
velopment proposal get denied? 
Do more than just satisfy your 
curiosity – learn about and par-
ticipate in the decision-making 
process itself by joining the PC or 
the DRB. Curious to learn more? 
Contact the Planning and Zoning 
Office for details. If you’d like to 
be considered, fill out the brief ap-
plication available on the Town 
website at hinesburg.org/home/
town-manager/pages/vacan-
cies-town-boards-commissions.

Hinesburg Awarded 
$30,275 Grant for 
Town Common Tree 
Planting
The Town of Hinesburg was recent-
ly awarded a $30,275 grant from 
the Vermont Urban & Community 
Forestry Program. The grant funds 
will be used to plant trees on the 
Hinesburg Town Common – one of 
many improvements planned over 
the next five to six years to create 
a vibrant community gathering 
space in Hinesburg’s state-des-
ignated village center area. Tree 
planting is scheduled to commence 
in the fall of 2024. The grant will 
facilitate the following specific 
project elements:
• Community engagement on 

Green Up Day.
• Purchase of up to 50 nurs-

ery-stock trees.
• Training community volunteers 

who will plant and maintain the 
trees.

• Development of a tree mainte-
nance plan for the newly planted 
trees and those in the adjacent 
neighborhood.

• Professional pruning of adja-
cent neighborhood trees with 
a demonstration of proper tree 
care for community members.

• Protection of an existing, large 
ash tree with fencing to minimize 
soil compaction during Town 
Common regrading site work.

• Purchase and application of top-
soil in tree planting areas.

• Purchase and installation of stak-
ing materials, mulch, and irriga-
tion for newly planted trees.

The funding for this project comes 
from the U.S. Forest Service and, 
specifically, the Inflation Reduction 
Act of 2022. The intent of this fund-
ing is to increase and maintain a 
healthy urban tree canopy and ac-
cess to nature in underserved, un-
der-resourced communities.
Community members interest-
ed in volunteering (with training 
and oversight by the Town Tree 
Warden) are encouraged to con-
tact Alex Weinhagen, Director 
of Planning & Zoning, aweinha-
gen@hinesburg.org, 802-482-
4209. More information about 
the Hinesburg Town Common 
Project is available online: hines-
burg.org/planning-zoning/pages/
town-common-design.

Selectboard 
Highlights
BY MERRILY LOVELL, 
SELECTBOARD CHAIRPERSON

February 21
The selectboard had a packed 
meeting with several important 
presentations.
The Fire Impact Fee presenta-
tion by Jon Slason, PE, from VSD 
Consulting LLC, described, with 
many details, the three choices the 
selectboard have for the new fire 
impact fee. The selectboard will ex-
amine the report and have a fuller 
discussion at a future meeting.
Fire Department Software pur-
chase: Nick Baker, Fire Chief, 
explained that, due to changes 
in companies it has used in the 
past, the fire department needs to 
change to a company called First 
Due, operated by Locality Media. 
The high cost of this new company 
will be partly offset by other ser-
vices the fire department will no 
longer need due to the inclusive 
services First Due offers.
CVSD School Budget presentation:  
Keith Roberts, one of Hinesburg’s 
representatives on the Champlain 
Valley School District Board, gave 
the selectboard a brief overview 
and explanation of the complicat-
ed processes involved in the school 
budget.
RR1 zoning district regulation 
amendments:  Alex Weinhagen 
gave us a preliminary overview 
of the changes the Planning 
Commission is suggesting for the 
RRI zoning district. Major chang-
es are being suggested. There was 
public comment after this brief 
presentation and this topic will 
come back to the selectboard at a 
later date for a fuller discussion 

CswD 4Town News
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6:33 p.m. A welfare check on Silver 
Street was conducted.
7:54 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Hillview Terrace was investigated.
February 25: 12:25 p.m. A welfare 
check on Buck Hill Road East was 
conducted.
February 26: 12:05 p.m. A motor ve-
hicle complaint on Hillview Terrace 
was investigated.
2:03 p.m. An officer investigat-
ed a parking problem reported on 
Kelley’s Field Road.
9:18 p.m. An officer responded to 
Lincoln Hill Road to investigate a 
suspicious vehicle. Kyle Bent, 23, of 
Hinesburg was arrested for driving 
under the influence of intoxicants.
February 27: 9:44 a.m. A late report-
ed motor vehicle crash was report-
ed and investigated.
8:25 p.m. An officer served court 
paperwork to a citizen on Hillview 
Terrace.
February 28: 7:30 a.m. Suspicious 
activity was reported and investi-
gated on Ballard’s Corner Road.
8:10 a.m. An officer investigated a 
citizen dispute on Pond Road.
February 29: 2:30 p.m. Five individ-
uals were assisted with fingerprint-
ing for employment purposes.
8:05 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
CVU Road was investigated.
March 1: 9:05 a.m. An officer investi-
gated a traffic hazard on Place Road 
West.
March 2: 10:15 a.m. A citizen was 
assisted with a VIN verification.
1:15 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Hillview Terrace was investigated.
March 3: 12:25 p.m. An officer as-
sisted another agency with a death 
notification.
March 4: 12:35 p.m. An officer inves-
tigated a theft reported at the Jiffy 
Mart on Ballard’s Corner Road.
4:30 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Charlotte Road was investigated.
March 5: 12:08 p.m. Suspicious ac-
tivity on Ballard’s Corner Road was 
investigated.
1:48 p.m. A welfare check on Abani 
Drive was conducted.
5:26 p.m. Suspicious activi-
ty on Mechanicsville Road was 
investigated.
March 6: 1:21 p.m. An officer re-
sponded to a two-car motor vehicle 
crash on Walts Way.

5:51 p.m. An officer investigated 
an animal complaint on Blackberry 
Hill.
6:02 p.m. An alarm activation on 
Charlotte Road was investigated.
10:38 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Fern Road was investigated.
March 7: 10:40 a.m. Suspicious ac-
tivity on Leavensworth Road was 
investigated.
7:50 p.m. An officer responded to a 
citizen dispute at Kelley’s Field.
March 8: 10:21 a.m. A motor vehi-
cle complaint on Silver Street was 
investigated.
March 9: 9:10 a.m. An alarm activa-
tion at CVU was investigated.
5:47 p.m. Officers responded to a 
medical emergency on Hawk Lane.
6:38 p.m. Officers investigated a ju-
venile problem on Rocky Mountain 
Lane.
March 10: 8:14 a.m. An officer re-
sponded to a medical emergency on 
Hawk Lane.
8:56 a.m. An officer investigated 
the report of harassment at Kelley’s 
Field.
2:04 p.m. An officer responded to a 
medical emergency on Hawk Lane.
March 11: 8:48 a.m. Officers re-
sponded to a single car motor vehi-
cle crash on Pond Road.
11:21 a.m. Officers responded to 
a medical emergency on Jourdan 
Street. Susan Roberts, 72, of 
Hinesburg was pronounced dead 
at the scene of suspected natural 
causes.
2:35 p.m. An officer conducted a 
welfare check on North Road.
3 p.m. A stolen car out of 
Burlington was recovered on 
Leavensworth Road.
3:08 p.m. Officers responded to 
a two-car motor vehicle crash on 
Route 116.
5:25 p.m. Officers investigated a re-
port of threats by electronic means.
8:37 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Baldwin Road was investigated.
9:09 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Route 116 was investigated.

February 13: 9:53 a.m. An officer as-
sisted a disabled motorist on Route 
116.
10:10 a.m. Littering on Route 116 
was investigated.
11:59 a.m. A 911 hang up on 
Ballard’s Corner Road was 
investigated.
6:06 p.m. A citizen was assisted 
with a VIN verification.
6:21 p.m. Officers responded to 
the report of suspicious activity on 
Richmond Road.
February 14: 6:47 a.m. An officer re-
sponded to a single car motor vehi-
cle crash on CVU Road.
10:18 p.m. Suspicious activi-
ty on Ballard’s Corner Road was 
investigated.
February 15: 8:07 a.m. Officers 
assisted the Chittenden County 
Sheriff’s Department with serv-
ing an eviction notice on Hillview 
Terrace. During that process, 
Justin Perkins, 39, of Hinesburg 
was arrested on a warrant and 
charged with violation of condi-
tions of release.
11:18 a.m. Vandalism to a property 
on North Road was investigated.
3 p.m. Four citizens were each pro-
vided with fingerprinting services 
for employment purposes.
5:07 p.m. Officers assisted 
Shelburne Police Department with 
executing a search warrant on a 
residence on Hillview Terrace.
7:50 p.m. Officers responded to 
the report of suspicious activity on 
Hillview Terrace. Justin Perkins, 
39, of Hinesburg was arrested for 
criminal trespass and violation of 
conditions of release. Jessica Cross, 
36, of Hinesburg was cited for crim-
inal trespass. Sabina Parent, 48, of 
Hinesburg was cited for criminal 
trespass.
9:15 p.m. A noise complaint on 
Pond Brook Road was investigated.
February 16: 12:18 a.m. Officers re-
sponded to Commerce Street for 
an intoxicated male involved in a 
dispute.
9:53 a.m. An officer responded to a 
single car motor vehicle crash on 
Pond Road.
1:15 p.m. An officer responded to a 
two-car motor vehicle crash in the 
parking lot of Lantman’s Market.
3:03 p.m. Suspicious activi-
ty reported on Silver Street was 
investigated.
3:35 p.m. An officer responded to 
a two-car motor vehicle crash on 
Walts Way.
3:52 p.m. An officer responded to 
a single car motor vehicle crash on 

Sherman Hollow Road.
5:15 p.m. Suspicious activity re-
ported on Hillview Terrace was 
investigated.
6:06 p.m. An officer investigat-
ed the report of a loose dog on 
Elderberry Lane.
6:15 p.m. Officers located a sto-
len car out of Franklin County on 
Hillview Terrace. Justin Perkins, 
39, of Hinesburg was arrested for 
criminal trespass, operation with-
out owner’s consent, receiving sto-
len property, violation of conditions 
of release, and false reports to law 
enforcement officers.
February 17: 4:35 p.m. The report of 
erratic operation by a motor vehicle 
on Route 116 was investigated.
February 18: 9:34 a.m. Officers re-
sponded to a medical emergency on 
Burritt Road. A death investigation 
resulted. Bridget Thompson, 55, of 
Hinesburg was pronounced dead 
at the scene of suspected natural 
causes.
2:24 p.m. Found property was 
turned into the P.D. The owner was 
later located.
7 p.m. Officers responded to a sin-
gle car motor vehicle crash on 
Charlotte Road.
February 19: 6:54 p.m. Suspicious 
activity on Hillview Terrace was 
investigated.
February 20: 6:45 p.m. An officer as-
sisted first responders with a medi-
cal emergency on Route 116.
6:50 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Hillview Terrace was investigated.
February 21: 9:20 a.m. An officer re-
sponded to a two-car motor vehicle 
crash on Commerce Street.
12:48 p.m. An animal complaint 
on Ballard’s Corner Road was 
investigated.
1:55 p.m. A citizen was assist-
ed with a civil issue on Hillview 
Terrace.
February 22: 3 p.m. A citizen was as-
sisted with fingerprinting for em-
ployment purposes.
3:30 p.m. A citizen was assisted 
with fingerprinting for employment 
purposes.
4:45 p.m. An officer responded to 
Lincoln Hill Road for the report of 
livestock in the roadway.
5:15 p.m. Officers executed a search 
warrant at a residence on Hillview 
Terrace.
February 23: 2:52 p.m. A citizen was 
assisted with fingerprinting for em-
ployment purposes.
2:58 p.m. Suspicious activity on 
Green Street was investigated.

Upcoming Events 
at Red Wagon 
Plants
BY JULIE RUBAUD

More information and registration: 
shop.redwagonplants.com/shop/
events/35

Open (Green) House
Saturday, March 30, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.
Red Wagon Plants invites the pub-
lic to a sneak peek into our 2024 
growing season. Stroll through our 
greenhouses to see what’s grow-
ing and chase the winter blues 
away with a hit of green life. Julie 
Rubaud will guide a free behind-
the-scenes tour at noon.

Opening Day & Party
Friday, April 12, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., 
party 6-8 p.m.
Join us on our opening day to en-
joy the colors and fragrance of our 
spring crops growing. We will have 
many cold-hardy flowers, herb and 
vegetable starts for sale, as well as 
all the seeds, soil, pots and tools 

you need to get the season started.
Stay for an evening with live mu-
sic by the Thaya Zalewski Jazz 
Quartet and food and drink ven-
dors Farmers & Foragers, Las 
Hermosas Tacos, and Caledonia 
Spirits Cocktails. And of course, 
enjoy the good company of many 
friends, neighbors and gardeners 
excited to talk about plants.
We aren’t selling tickets for this 
event, but parking is limited. So 
please carpool, if you can.

Make + Take: Spring 
Greens & Herbs 
Planter
Tuesday, April 16, and Thursday, 
April 18, 5-6:30 p.m., $48 each
Participants of this class will plant 
up a half-bushel wooden crate with 
a beautiful mixture of cold-hardy 
herbs and greens that you can har-
vest and use in the kitchen all sea-
son long. This crate of fresh, grow-
ing herbs and greens is sure to add 
flavor and interest to all of your 
summer meals.

No Credit Card? 
No Problem, Under 
Vermont Senate 
Bill Requiring 
Accepting Cash 
Payments
BY BROOKE BURNS, 
COMMUNITY NEWS SERVICE

The number of Vermonters 
without bank accounts has 
climbed in recent years, from 

0.7 percent of households in 2019 
to 2.5 percent in 2021, according 
to the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. A Senate bill would look to 
protect the consumer power of 
those households by requiring 
businesses to accept cash for trans-
actions under $1,000.
S.175 was introduced by Sen. 
Andrew Perchlik, D/P-Washington, 
in a Feb. 22 Senate economic de-
velopment committee meeting. 
Perchlik said constituents ap-
proached him about such a bill af-
ter they were turned away from 
a business because they only had 
cash, and soon he realized many 
groups in the state could often be 
in the same situation.
“There was concern about refugee 
populations,” he said in an inter-
view. “At first I was like, ‘How many 
people don’t have credit cards?’ It 
seems like it’s pretty prevalent, elec-
tronic pay of some sort. And then 
I found out there really are people 
getting out of prison or people that 
are immigrants or people that have 
had problems with credit cards that 
purposely don’t have them so that 
they don’t get into debt. And so it 
was more common than I thought.”
Perchlik said he also heard from an 
employee at a ski resort that went 
cashless who noticed customers 
were surprised they needed credit 
cards to purchase not only lift tick-
ets and equipment but also food 
and beverages.
“The person in the ski area 
thought it was something that 
businesses did on purpose, and it 
was becoming more common as a 
way to get people to spend more 
money because, according to this 
person, people are more likely to 
spend money when they don’t have 
to see the cash or hand it over,” 
Perchlik said in the interview. “Or 
if a parent is giving money to a kid 
for lunch, they can say, ‘Here’s $20 
— you have to spend within $20.’ 
Now it’s, ‘Here’s a credit card.’”
Similar legislation requiring busi-
nesses to accept cash has been en-
acted in Connecticut, Colorado, 

New Jersey and Massachusetts, 
as well as by local governments in 
New York City and Philadelphia.
In a Feb. 28 committee meeting, 
one senator expressed concerns 
over the safety of businesses car-
rying large amounts of cash, espe-
cially those open late at night.
“If you have an employee in an iso-
lated location, or alone at night in a 
convenience store and it’s held up, 
it’s difficult to get employees after 
that,” said Sen. Ann Cummings, 
D-Washington, adding later, “It’s 
nice until we can’t get anybody to 
man the transfer station or the con-
venience store at night.”
At the same meeting, Sen. Randy 
Brock, R-Franklin, questioned the 
need for the bill at all.
“The merchant can decide,” Brock 
said. “And if you don’t like the mer-
chant’s policy, you’ll go elsewhere. 
But you can always change the 
merchant. If the merchant is losing 
business, they’re not going to do 
business that way.”
Jay Greene, a policy analyst from 
the Vermont Office of Racial 
Equity, testified in support of the 
bill and its potential for protecting 
the consumer power of marginal-
ized people in Vermont.
“Protecting the right to pay cash 
is one of the office’s top policy pri-
orities for this legislative session,” 
Greene said in the Feb. 28 meeting.
“There are a significant number of 
Vermonters who are unbanked,” 
Greene added later. “There are like-
ly racial disparities in who is un-
banked in Vermont. It’s more likely 
to be a person of the household of 
color who is unbanked, a Black or 
Hispanic household. So our office 
is strongly in favor of making this 
legislation the most protective of 
unbanked and underbanked house-
holds that it can possibly be.”
In a letter to the committee, the 
Office of Racial Equity cited the im-
portance of cash as a failsafe.
“(Cash) can survive natural disas-
ters, electrical grid failures, out-
door and open-air market settings 
and cashless transaction system 
failure scenarios,” the letter reads. 
“Vermont is likely to experience 
more frequent and more severe nat-
ural disasters in the near future due 
to climate change. It is essential that 
retail businesses maintain the infra-
structure needed to accept cash in 
case cashless payment systems fail.”
If passed, S.175 will go into effect 
July 1.
The Community News Service is 
a program in which University of 
Vermont students work with pro-
fessional editors to provide content 
for local news outlets at no cost.

PoLiCe 
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Dog Obedience with 
Jim Warden
Join experienced dog trainer Jim 
Warden for this informative and 
beneficial dog training experience. 
This class is designed to provide 
enjoyment and interaction for both 
you and your pet. Jim makes it look 
easy, even with the most challeng-
ing dogs. Watch and see someone 
who truly “talks to the animals.” 
Please note – leave your dog at 
home for the first class.
Dog and owner(s). Town Hall field. 
Thursdays, May 9-June 13. 6-7 
p.m. Cost: $75 resident and $85 
non-residents.

Boater Safety
Boating safety education is re-
quired for any motorboat operator, 
12 years of age or older, born af-
ter Jan. 1, 1974. The Boat Vermont 
classroom course will enable you to 
get the certification that you need. 
The course is eight hours and is of-
fered over four days. Participants 
must be present at all classes to be 
eligible for certification.
Instructor– Jon Fick
Note: Title 23 VSA 3305a. Privi-
lege to operate a vessel; suspen-
sion of privilege; minimum age for 
operation of a motorboat. (c) An 
individual under 12 years of age 
shall not operate a motorboat pow-
ered by more than six horsepower 
on the public waters of this State. 
Note: “The Vermont Agency of Nat-
ural Resources (ANR) operates its 
programs, services, and activities 
without discriminating on the ba-
sis of race, religion, creed, color, 
national origin (including limit-
ed English proficiency), ancestry, 
place of birth, disability, age, mar-
ital status, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or breastfeeding 
(mother and child). Reasonable 
accommodations are available on 
request at no cost to the student. 
Please include a description of the 
accommodation you will need. Indi-
viduals making such requests must 
include their contact information. 
Requests should be made as early 
as possible, for example an inter-
preter must be requested at least 

two weeks in advance. Please send 
an e–mail to: Jenna.Reed@ver-
mont.gov or call 802–279–9058.
Monday, April 29; Wednesday, May 
1; Monday, May 6; and Wednesday, 
May 8; 6-8:30 p.m. VT State Police 
Building, 3294 St. George Road, 
Williston, Vt. Cost: $10.

Recreational Track 
and Field
Participants will learn the basics of 
running, jumping, throwing, and 
relays. There will be meets with 
other area recreation departments. 
Athletes ages 7-14 are eligible to 
participate unless they were a high 
school freshman in 2022-23 school 
year. Aging date is Dec. 31, 2023. 
VRPA State Meet is Saturday, July 
22. Instructors are program direc-
tor and CVU athletes.
Ages 6-14 years. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, June 17-July 20; 
6-7:30 p.m. CVU track. Cost: $50 
resident /$60 non-resident.

Kevin Browne’s 
Summer Driver Ed
Virtual classes and in-person driv-
ing. June 18-20, 24-26; July 1-3, 
8-10, and 15-17. Class time: 7-8:30 
p.m. Driving time: June 15-July 19, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in two-hour increments. Cost: 
residents $850 and non-residents 
$900.
Other information: Students must 
have a learner’s permit before sign-
ing up. Students should enroll in 
the course where they are available 
to do the driving time. Students 
are expected to have cameras on 
during class. Students should have 
reasonable availability to drive 
during dates of class. Driving is 
done on weekdays between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. in two-hour time slots 
(8-10 a.m., 10 a.m.-noon, noon-2 
p.m., and 2-4 p.m.) Two students 
will be in the car during driving 
– one to drive and the other to ob-
serve. Payment is due upon regis-
tration. Register online at hines-
burgrec.com but checks are pay-
able to Kevin Browne and due to 
HRD, 10632 Rte. 116, Hinesburg.

To register for HRD programs go 
to hinesburgrec.com.

Co Ed K-1-2 Lacrosse
Sundays, May 5-June 9. Millie’s 
Field, Bissonette Rec. Area. 11 
a.m.-noon. Cost: $50. Registration 
deadline May 1.

Horseback Riding 
April Vacation
Looking for something during 
April vacation? Enjoy a horse-
back riding lesson, learn basic 

horse care and grooming. Braid 
a mane, feed, brush, water, and 
groom along with learning the 
full routine of a horse barn. Wear 
boots with a heel, clothes you don’t 
mind getting dirty and bring your 
lunch and water bottle. Masks are 
required.
Grades K-8. Monday-Friday, April 
22-26. Livery Stables, 601 Lavigne 
Hill Road, Hinesburg.
Half day, 8 a.m.-noon; or full day, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. option. Cost: week-
ly: half day $365 or full day $495. 

More information can be found at 
liveryhorsefarm.com.

After–School 
Horseback Riding
Enjoy horseback riding les-
sons and so much more with 
Kim Johansen at Livery Stables. 
Lessons are for beginning to ear-
ly intermediate riders. In addition, 
Kim and staff will instruct children 
on basic horse care, tacking, feed-
ing, watering, and all that happens 
in the horse barn. Take the bus 
from HCS to Livery Stables, located 
at 601 Lavigne Hill Road right af-
ter school. Please be sure to send a 
permission note with your child to 
ride the bus, pack a snack for your 

hungry rider, and send boots and 
barn clothes.
Grades K-8. Tuesdays, April 30-
June 4 and/or Fridays, May 3-June 
7. Livery Stables, located at 601 
Lavigne Hill Road, Hinesburg. 3-5 
p.m. Cost: $285. More information 
can be found at liveryhorsefarm.
com.

AARP Safe Driver 
Course
Wednesday, April 3. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
First floor conference room at 
Town Hall. AARP members $20, 
non-members $25. Please bring a 
lunch and water bottle.

Library Hours Year 
Round
Monday and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.
Tuesday through Friday: 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m.
Phone: 482-2878
Address: 69 Ballards Corner Road, 
Hinesburg 05461
Web Site: carpentercarse.org
Email: library@carpentercarse.org

Library News
April is both Poetry Month and 
Earth Month and we have books 
arriving which will help us cele-
brate: Good Grief by Brianna Pastor, 
Things You May Find Hidden in My 
Ear by Mosab Abu Toha, I Cheerfully 
Refuse by Leif Enger, A Wounded 
Deer Leaps Highest by Charlie 
J. Stephens, The Backyard Bird 
Chronicles by Amy Tan, Birding to 
Change the World by Trish O’Kane, 
and Lessons for Survival: Mothering 
Against “The Apocalypse” by Emily 
Raboteau. Contact the library to re-
serve one of these titles.

April Youth 
Happenings at 
Carpenter-Carse 
Library
For more information about any of 
these programs contact jen@car-
pentercarse.org
Weekly Storytime: Tuesdays, April 
2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 9:30 a.m.
Join the fun and learning with pic-
ture books, songs, movement, and 
rhymes that are designed to pro-
mote early language, fine motor, 
and pre-literacy skills in a friendly 
environment. Each week we will 
finish up Storytime with snacks, 

coffee for the adults, a simple 
craft or sensory activity, and book 
browsing. Storytime is designed 
for babies, toddlers, and preschool/
kindergarten aged children and 
their caregivers, and no registra-
tion is required.
Monthly Fiber Arts Club: Friday, 
April 5, 3:15-4:30 p.m.
Each month we will focus on a dif-
ferent handwork skill and com-
plete a simple project. This club 
is for you if you have ever wanted 
to learn how to knit, crochet, nee-
dle felt, embroider, and sew, or you 
want to share your skills with oth-
ers. This club is for youth in grades 
3-7. Please register.
Family Solar Eclipse Prep Party: 
Saturday, April 6, 1-2:30 p.m.
Families with children of all ages 
are invited to join us at the library 
two days before the solar eclipse 
to learn more about what a solar 
eclipse is through stories, activi-
ties, crafts, and games. Families 
can find out how and where to safe-
ly view the eclipse on April 8 and 
pick up solar eclipse viewing glass-
es or make their own indirect solar 
viewing devices. Please register 
your family for this event.
Saturday Storytime: Saturday, 
April 13, 10 a.m.
Children of all ages and their caregiv-
ers are invited to join youth librarian 
Jen for stories, songs, and rhymes in 
the library community room. Stick 
around for snacks, a simple craft ac-
tivity, and book browsing.
LEGO Club: Wednesdays, April 17 
through May 29, 2:15-3:30 p.m.
After-school LEGO Club is back. 
Students in grades K-4 are invit-
ed to sign up for this fun and ed-
ucational program that will hap-
pen every Wednesday, 2:15-3:15 

Make + Take: Spring 
Flower Planter
Tuesday, April 23; Thursday, 
April 25; and Tuesday, April 30; 
5-6:30 p.m., $48 each
In this class, each participant 
will design and plant a beautiful, 
cold-hardy planter that is sure to 
help usher in spring. Combining 
beauty and purpose, we will in-
clude a few edible flowers and 
herbs into each pot.

Gardening 101 
Extravaganza
Saturday, April 20, all day
This is our first ever all-day learn-
ing event. Throughout the day we 
will offer many opportunities to 
explore the basics of growing your 
own food and flowers and dream-
ing up your ideal landscape. Come 
with all your questions, dreams 
and hopes, and leave inspired for 
this year’s planting season.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Ask Me Anything 
Roundtables
Join us around the table to discuss 
your gardening questions with a 
Red Wagon expert as well as fellow 
gardeners. This is a free drop-in 
station where you can get inspira-
tion and find answers, and no sign-
up is required. Different members 
of Red Wagon’s team will be staff-
ing the table and each block of time 
will focus on a specific theme.
Three workshops fill out this 
Gardening 101 day. They cost $25 
each and are limited to 12 partici-
pants, so we recommend that you 
sign up ahead of time.
10-11:30 a.m. Vegetative 
Propagation with Jacob 
Holzberg-Pill
Learn how to make more of your fa-
vorite plants with Jacob Holzberg-
Pill. This workshop will offer a 
broad overview on many different 

types of vegetative propagation: 
crown division, root cuttings, scal-
ing, tip layering, softwood and 
hardwood cuttings. Participants of 
this hands-on workshop will prac-
tice some of these techniques and 
take home some fun new plants.
12:30-2 p.m. Favorite Tools for 
the Veggie Garden with Julie 
Rubaud and Kat Consler
We all have our favorite tools to 
use in the garden. From trellising 
supports and row cover to weed-
ing tools and gloves. Julie and Kat 
will talk about their successes and 
failures with various materials and 
how to get the most use out of their 
favorite garden tools without hav-
ing to purchase too many things.
3-4:30 p.m. Growing Cut Flowers 
with Lily Belisle
Are you dreaming of endless sum-
mer bouquets? Lily will help you 
make that dream come true. In this 
class, she’ll talk about her favorite 
cutting flower varieties and which 
flowers and foliage plants to grow 
and harvest to keep bouquets on 
your table throughout the seasons. 
You’ll get tips for successful grow-
ing and learn which tools to use to 
increase abundance and ease.

Financial Focus: 
When Should You 
Take Social 
Security?
FROM PRESS RELEASE

One of your important sources of 
retirement income will likely be 
Social Security — but when should 
you start taking it?
You can start collecting Social 
Security benefits at 62, but your 
checks will be considerably bigger 
if you wait until your full retire-
ment age, which is likely between 
66 and 67. You could even wait un-
til you’re 70, at which point the pay-
ments will max out, except for year-
ly cost-of-living adjustments. But if 

you need the money, you need the 
money, even if you’re just 62 or any 
age before full retirement age.
However, if you have adequate fi-
nancial resources to meet your 
monthly needs, whether through 
earned income, your investment 
portfolio or a combination of the 
two, you could have some flexi-
bility in choosing when to take 
Social Security. In this case, 
you may want to weigh these 
considerations:
• Life expectancy – For all of us, it’s 

one of life’s great mysteries: How 
long will we live? Of course, we 
can’t see into the future, so the 
question can’t be answered with 
total confidence. But to make an 
informed decision on when to 
take Social Security, you don’t 
need to know your exact lifespan 
— you just need to make a rea-
sonably good estimate. So, for ex-
ample, if you’re approaching 62, 
you’re enjoying excellent health 
and you have a family history of 
longevity, you might conclude 
it’s worth waiting a few years to 
collect Social Security, so you 
can receive the bigger payments. 
Conversely, if your health is ques-
tionable and your family has not 
been fortunate in terms of longev-
ity, you might want to start tak-
ing your benefits earlier.

• Employment – You can certain-
ly continue working and still re-
ceive Social Security benefits. 
However, if you’re under your 
full retirement age for the en-
tire year, Social Security will de-
duct $1 from your benefits for ev-
ery $2 you earn 
above the annual 
limit of $22,320. 
In the year you 
reach your full 
retirement age, 
Social Security 
will deduct $1 in 
benefits for ev-
ery $3 you earn 
above $59,520. 
So, you may 
want to keep 
these reductions 

in mind when deciding when to 
begin accepting benefits. Once 
you reach your full retirement 
age, you can earn any amount 
without losing benefits. (Also, at 
your full retirement age, Social 
Security will recalculate your 
benefit amount to credit you for 
the months you received reduced 
benefits because of your excess 
earnings.)

• Spouse – Spouses can receive two 
types of Social Security benefits: 
spousal and survivor. With a spou-
sal benefit, your spouse can re-
ceive up to 50 percent of your full 
retirement benefits, regardless 
of when you start taking them. 
(Your spouse’s benefit can be re-
duced by the amount of their own 
retirement benefit and whether 
they took Social Security before 
their full retirement age.) But with 
a survivor benefit, your decision 
about when to take Social Security 
can make a big difference. A sur-
viving spouse can receive the 
larger of their own benefit or 100 
percent of a deceased spouse’s 
benefit, so if you take benefits ear-
ly and receive a permanent reduc-
tion, your spouse’s survivor ben-
efit may also be reduced for their 
lifetime.

When to take Social Security is an 
important — and irrevocable — deci-
sion. So, consider all the factors be-
fore making your choice.
This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC
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Complex, you can see both the old 
VSH chimney and the pseudo-look-
ing stack of the new central heat-
ing plant. The website of Freeman 
French Freeman advertises as hav-
ing been the Architect of Record 
for the dramatic makeover of the 
flood-ravaged complex which in-
cludes a biomass-fueled central 
heating plant providing heat and 
hot water while preserving much 
of the former VSH complex rich ar-
chitectural character.
Resuming the drive south, before 
committing to the Capitol exit, 
but stealing a quick glance uphill 
on the left, you see the National 
Life Insurance Company building. 
What looks like the eraser end of a 
shiny new pencil stuck into the flat 
top of the main building, possibly 
trailing a signature white plume, 
is the 50-foot-tall stack for two 
wood-burning boilers installed in 
2011. The campus has three prin-

cipal office buildings. The Davis 
Building, the daytime habitat of 
Montpelier’s Agency of Natural 
Resources office workers, receives 
heat and hot water from the on-site 
distribution system.
On Route 2 (Memorial Drive), the 
new National Life Insurance Co. 
building seems to disappear. The 
Capitol Golden Dome glows in sun-
light upstaging the 120-foot-tall his-
toric red radial brick chimney of the 
Montpelier district heating plant 
that heats the Capitol complex 
and 21 other buildings downtown. 
The first plant burned coal sup-
plying the central heating system 
low-pressure steam for 50 years. 
Over time the plant’s three boilers 
have combusted No. 6 and No. 2 
fuel oil and wood chips. Two boilers 
and the circulating hot water distri-
bution system were replaced by the 
Montpelier Community Renewable 
Energy Project in 2014, retaining a 
dual fuel capability of biomass and 
No. 2 fuel oil.
The everyday hazards inside a dis-
trict heating facility reasonably 
make it “employees only.” The de-
sign firm gbArchitecture gave the 
Montpelier District Heat Plant the 
moniker “Pompidou Centre” of 
Montpelier after the famous “in-
side-out” museum built in Paris, 
France, in the ‘70s. The plant’s in-
side floor plan, busy with colorful-
ly painted structural steel, pipes, 
and equipment, can be seen from 

Boiler Room 
Operations
BY ROGER DONEGAN

In a world where genuine under-
standing is sometimes blunt-
ed by a hackneyed phrase or 

cliché, the old saying that a suspi-
cious activity or a dubious phone 
solicitation was a “boiler room op-
eration” used to make me laugh as 
I spent the better part of my work 
life in boiler rooms, fire rooms, and 
powerhouses. I’m much more at 
home in a boiler room than I am in 
a milk room or milking parlor.
On occasion an image crossed my 
path which held some essence of 
steam generation which I’d squirrel 
away to preserve whatever mean-
ing it held. Early on I retained a 
black and white reproduction of a 
woodcut engraving published by 
Harper’s Weekly in 1876. It has that 
Currier and Ives-like quality but 
lacks that classic lightheartedness. 
I believe the art world today would 
categorize it as “social realism.”
The image depicts a homeless moth-
er with young children under a 
blanket huddled over a sidewalk 
grate as steam wafts up from un-

derground. The background shows 
“Steam Printing” on an urban store-
front giving a clue to the source of 
waste heat. In reality the chilly win-
ter image conveys a false remedy as 
wet steam would thoroughly soak 
blanket and clothes and cancel out 
the chance to stay warm. While the 
scene may not stand up to objective 
analysis the contradictory impli-
cations are not comforting either. 
There are seasons and circumstanc-
es we all need heat.
You know you’re in an urban 
neighborhood heated by of an old-
er-designed district heating sys-
tem when those curious plumes 
of steam escape through holes 
in manholes along the streets in 
cold weather. Chances are the 
steam pinpoints the location of 
an Armstrong steam trap or a 
purposeful bleed on an under-
ground steam line between build-
ings. Older designed district heat-
ing systems are no strangers to 
Vermont. Modern systems use pres-
surized hot water and an insulated 
two pipe system with a return in-
stead of piped steam. Most amena-
ble to joint undertakings by gov-
ernment or institutional facilities, 
another district heating system 
could be on the way in Burlington. 
That has readily been blasted by 

activists for its use of home-grown 
biomass fuel.
In the meantime, a Sunday drive 
down Route 89 to Montpelier pass-
es by former and newer designed 
district heating systems. New 
stacks and even old chimneys lead 
you to them. Less we forget, CVU’s 
set of two stacks disappearing in 
the rearview mirror represented 
a significant investment in wood-
chip boiler heat in 2005.
Passing Waterbury, the curious 
sight of a smoke-free 1890s-style 
chimney pokes up from the valley, 
brandishing dark “VSH” letters 
in the brick work of a mostly buff 
colored stack and stands for the 
former “Vermont State Hospital.” 
As if there’s an attempt to disavow 
its existence an on-line search 
turned up nothing. Doubling back 
through town I found this huge 
chimney physically disconnect-
ed from all fixed surroundings 
except flat lawn. It is the closest 
structure to the river that had infa-
mously flooded town and complex, 
most recently in the aftermath of 
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011. A 
drive onto the site yielded a clue 
about the chimney while the book 
Empty Beds / A History of Vermont 
State Hospital (Kincheloe and 
Hunt, 1988) only mentions it in an 
appendix.
The chimney belonged to VSH’s 
coal burning electrical generator 

plant which 
operated 
off grid un-
til 1953, 
no men-
tion of dis-
trict heat-
ing. The 
chimney’s cast iron base inspec-
tion door embossed with “Alphons 
Custodis Chimney Construction 
Co.” tells us the chimney was once 
state of the art because of its com-
position of large radial shaped 
brick with high refractory and 
crush-proof properties. Eighteen 
feet over the cleanout gapes the 
breach where ductwork connected. 
Using a lift or ladder to the breach 
someone could demonstrate the 
natural draft created by the chim-
ney’s internal funnel shape and 
soaring 150-foot height by releas-
ing a feather which would be drawn 
up and away inside.
From the sidewalk of the refur-
bished Waterbury State Office 

Route 2 through the exterior glass 
wall when interior light overtakes 
daylight. On the State Street side, 
up an alley in a patchwork of park-
ing lots, a person gets to see the 
décor’s nod to the past – an ornate 
perfect condition stove black cast 
iron boiler front five feet in diam-
eter set into a brick wall by an en-
trance. The style of embossing the 
1900s manufacturer’s name and 
fancy initials on this boiler front is 
reminiscent of fire doors on wood 
stoves at home or even the fire 
doors on an old Leader Evaporator 
for boiling sap.
The ornate boiler front looks to be 
the model in a hand-painted floor 
tile of a 1995 ground floor “Arts in 
State Buildings Program” exhibit 
across the street. Titled “The Old 
Powerhouse,” this exhibit com-
memorates the building’s previous 
function as the 1921 power plant 
for the adjacent and former fifth 
National Life Insurance Company 
headquarters. Other tiles portray 
workers in the steam, laundry and 
trade shops that were housed there 
from the 1920s through the 1950s.

Let’s Stay Out of 
Prison
BY BILL SCHUBART

I think a lot about the criminal 
justice system. At 79, I’ve most-
ly evaded its embrace except for 

a few driving offenses, a surprise 
visit from the FBI and a college in-
cident in Ohio that I was too drunk 
to remember, but one that landed 
me in a drunk tank for an evening.
I have friends who’ve been on both 
sides of the system, both transgressors 
and enforcers: police, lawyers, judges, 
jailors, and, like many, I understand 
the system is antiquated, unjust, and 
needs to be reimagined.
The good news is there are many work-
ing today to build a better, more just 
system, one that maintains the goal of 
safeguarding the public from chronic 
violence and theft but abandons the pu-
nitive Old Testament ethos.
There are domestic and internation-
al models from which we can learn, 
like the much-touted Norway model, 
Portugal’s decision to decriminalize 
drug addiction and replace jail with 
addiction treatment, and pioneering 
work being done nearby in the State of 
Maine, as well as work being done in 
our own state that has reduced our in-
carcerated population by almost half.
The broader question we must ask our-
selves is, “Are we a punitive society or 
a supportive community that invests in 
our citizens and shares prosperity? Do 
we invest in people and communities… 
or jails, homeless shelters, and emer-
gency rooms?”
The United States has one of the highest 
per capita incarceration rates in the de-

p.m., for six weeks (no LEGO Club 
during April break). Students have 
the choice every week to work on 
their own or with others on weekly 
challenges or their own creations. 
To reserve a spot for your child in 
LEGO Club, please register. We 
hope you can join us for LEGOs, 
friends, and fun.
After-School Story and Craft Time: 
Friday, April 19, 3:15-4:30 p.m.
Children in Grades K-2 can sign 
up to join us for read-aloud stories, 
snacks, and picture book-inspired 
crafts at this monthly after school 
program. Please register.
Spring Break Concert and Sing-
Along: Monday, April 22, 1-2 p.m.
Children of all ages and their par-
ents are invited to join us for this 
fun and interactive event with 
long-time performer and musician, 
Ed Morgan, also known simply 
as “The Music Man.” For over ten 
years Ed has delighted audiences 
of kids and grownups with his in-
teractive blend of traditional and 
family songs. No registration is 
required.
Mid-Grade Book Club: Thursday, 
April 25, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
This is a book club for students who 
would like an opportunity to read 

and discuss books that are past or 
current Golden Dome Book Award 
nominees or winners. This group 
meets at the library once a month 
and will vote on which Golden 
Dome book to read next. Book Club 
is for anyone who is reading mid-
grade books, which is generally 
students who are in the 9-12 year 
old age range. Please register.

CCL Adult Programs 
March 2024
For more information about any of 
these programs contact library@
carpentercarse.org
Hands and Needles: Mondays, 10 
a.m.-noon.
Bring whatever project you’re work-
ing on (quilting, knitting, embroi-
dery, etc.) to this weekly program 
for a morning of creativity and con-
versation. No registration required.
Poems in Performance: A Cure for 
Poemphobia: Wednesday, April 3, 
at 6:30 p.m.
April is National Poetry Month and 
slam poet Geof Hewitt will share 
Poems in Performance: A Cure 
for Poemphobia, an informal talk 
which offers poems that defy ste-
reotypes. In the past fifty years, a 
magical loosening of “poetry” has 
opened doors for reluctant readers, 
and the performance of poems in 
“poetry slams’’ has attracted new 

audiences. The assumption of sing-
song or anticipation of hidden met-
aphors no longer applies.
SongFarmers of Hinesburg: 
Thursday, April 4, 6-8 p.m.
Do you play an acoustic instrument 
or just love to sing along to old time, 
blues, country, and folk music? 
Come join the SongFarmers during 
their monthly gathering and partic-
ipate in this wonderful live music of-
fering. Open to the public.
Senior Meetup: Friday, April 5, 
10-11:30 a.m.
Do you remember rotary phones? 
Cigarette smoke in diners? Bike 
riding without helmets? The Ed 
Sullivan Show? 8-Track Tapes? 
Then this meetup is for you. Come 
gather and talk, schmooze and 
kvetch, share and laugh with other 
seniors. This group meets on the 
first Friday of every month. Coffee, 
tea, and games will be provided.
Mystery Book Club: Wednesday, 
April 10; 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Meet with other readers at the li-
brary to discuss a mystery book—
ranging from cozy to gritty. Please 
register to receive a copy of the 
book and to let us know you will 
attend.
Beaverland Book Discussion: 
Wednesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Allaire Diamond, Vermont Land 

Trust ecologist, and Liz Doran 
(UVM Professor of Environmental 
Engineering) from the Hinesburg 
Conservation Commission lead 
a discussion of Beaverland: How 
One Weird Rodent Made America. 
Copies of the book will be available 
at the circulation desk.
This is one in a series of book 
talks in advance of author Leila 
Philip’s presentation next month at 
Shelburne Town Hall.
Not-Your-Traditional Book Group: 
Thursdays, April 11 and 25, 11 
a.m.-noon
Enjoy our library, bring a book, 
read aloud for three minutes or 
not, talk about your reading life, 
share a reading topic you pursue, 
or just stop in. All are welcome. 
Meeting the second and fourth 
Thursdays of the month. (This 
group was previously advertised as 
the No-Commitment Book Club.)
Personal Technology Help Group: 
Fridays, April 12 and 26, 10:30 
a.m.-noon
Kenneth Russell, personal technol-
ogy coach and helper, will lead you 
in a group exploration of facing the 
common frustration points in using 
our personal technology: smart-
phones, computers, tablets, etc.
Contact library@carpentercarse.
org to RSVP.
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veloped world. In the U.S., only Maine, 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts have a 
lower per capita incarceration rate than 
Vermont. As of March 11, Vermont’s to-
tal incarcerated population was 1,363, 
of which 112 are female and 124 men 
are housed out-of-state at CoreCivic in 
Mississippi, a for-profit prison company. 
Vermont’s total population under some 
form of community supervision is 3,141 
on probation, 660 on parole, and 246 on 
furlough.
A rapidly growing rate of geriatric pris-
oners, reflecting long sentencing, has 
put a severe burden on all prison sys-
tems, especially as it relates to the cor-
rectional system’s obligation to provide 
healthcare. Given very low recidivism 
rates for male prisoners over the age of 
40 (7.5 percent), why not enable pris-
oners to earn early release and better 
prepare them for reentry?
Senator Tanya Vyhovsky has spon-
sored bill S.155 that would allow an 
incarcerated person to petition a court 
for early release after serving a fixed 
portion of their sentence based on 
earned criteria such as good behavior 
or completing educational or training 
programs. However, it is not expected 
to pass this session.
Senate bill S.58, an omnibus crime bill 
reflecting earlier “tough-on-crime” atti-
tudes, makes prosecuting drug crimes 
easier, adds new crimes, and delays 
implementation of the “raise-the-age” 
initiative to reduce the number of juve-
niles in corrections.
To this point, in a later column, I’ll 
write about an innovative program un-
der way between Community College 
of Vermont (CCV) and the Vermont 
Department of Corrections (DOC).
A former Commissioner of Corrections 
once reminded me that Corrections 
doesn’t put people in jail; police, pros-
ecutors, legislators, juries (us), and 
judges do. Corrections is their keeper, 
charged with maintaining a secure fa-
cility and ensuring the health and well-
being of those in their care.
Many correctional systems, including 
Vermont’s, understand that they must 
also prepare those in their care for a 
life outside. This may include access to 
language, literacy and other basic ed-
ucation skills, job training, addiction 
treatment, healthcare, and/or trau-
ma-informed counseling. So given the 
certainty of reentry into our communi-
ties, how do we best use an incarcerat-
ed person’s time inside?
First, we must understand the crimino-
genic environment outside and how it 
can lead to criminal behavior. Studies 
have shown that between 62-78 per-
cent of incarcerated adult males experi-
enced trauma during their lifetime pri-
or to incarceration.
We also know that the prefrontal cortex 
matures more slowly in boys than in 
girls. Put simply, young boys and men 
do more risky and stupid things when 

they’re young. Do you want to be mea-
sured solely by the worst mistake you 
made in your lifetime? I don’t. Did noth-
ing else matter? Are we only the sum of 
our worst behaviors?
After an offender’s proven guilty in a 
court of law but prior to the sentencing 
hearing, what if the judiciary required 
a professional evaluation to determine 
whether a defendant’s alleged crime 
resulted from poverty, physical or men-
tal illness, substance abuse, disabili-
ty, gambling, or the intergenerational 
transfer of trauma?
If any of these latter causes were deter-
mined to be the genesis of the alleged 
crime, treatment would replace judicial 
process and sentencing.
Such a system would significantly reduce 
the court backlog that denies so many 
alleged perpetrators the constitutionally 
guaranteed right to a “speedy trial.”
The consequences of such a process 
change would put immense pressure on 
us as a society to invest in our commu-
nity and family-support systems:  addic-
tion treatment, mental-health counsel-
ing, healthcare access, education and 
job training, and anti-poverty efforts 
(housing, hunger etc.)   ̶   initiatives 
which would, however, reduce entries 
into our correctional system and their 
consequent costs. Currently, preventa-
tive supportive services are woefully in-
adequate and underfunded.
Meanwhile, Governor Scott’s adminis-
tration has introduced plans to build a 
new prison estimated to cost $70 mil-
lion, although his office estimates it 
may well cost twice that. What commu-
nity support services could be funded 
for that amount?
Vermont’s hunger, homelessness, and 
poverty rates are rising. So too has the 
reported incidence of young people 
suffering from mental health issues. 
Between 2018 and 2021 Vermont expe-
rienced a 60 percent increase in chil-
dren ages 3-8 years old with a mental, 
emotional or a behavioral health condi-
tion presenting as anxiety, depression 
or behavioral and conduct problems.
We know through many studies that 
moving our social and economic invest-
ments upstream to education, interven-
tion, prevention, and access to support 
services will radically reduce our costs 
of remediation, repair, and restoration. 
We can measure our societal failures by 
the number of people waiting in emer-
gency rooms, committing self-harm or 
suicide, shooting up on our streets, or 
wasting away behind bars.
Most Vermonters want a more effec-
tive criminal justice system, one that 
reduces reliance on prisons but focus-
es instead on causation, prevention, 
and community support systems. And 
thanks to the Vermont Prisoner’s Rights 
Office within the Office of the Defender 
General, Jayna Ahsaf of the Vermont – 
FreeHer Campaign, the Vermont ACLU’s 
Smart Justice Campaign, and visionary 
leadership in the DOC, we are seeing 
significant progress. But the shift to a 
more just and cost-efficient system is up 
to us.

Access CVU Spring 
Offerings
BY JENNIFER MORTON, ACCESS 
CVU PROGRAM MANAGER

The winter/spring semester 
of Access CVU, your destina-
tion for community educa-

tion based out of CVU high school, 
is well under way. With over 50 
classes that have yet to start, and 
more being added regularly, there’s 
something for everyone.
Some things of note:
• Do you want to up your cooking 

game? How about learning to 
make empanadas or Vietnamese 
beef pho?

• Are you a maker looking for a 
new project? Our craft options 
this month are plentiful with ev-
erything from oil painting and 
wood carving to felted soaps and 
sewing your own fanny pack.

• If you prefer online classes, we 
have options that include birding, 
managing heartburn, and canine 
communication.

Below is a list of classes offered 
during April, organized by cate-
gory. All classes meet in-person at 
CVU, with the exception of a hand-
ful of online classes (identified with 
an “*”) which will meet over Zoom 
or Google Meet.
Cooking & Cuisine
Tuesday, Apr. 9: Mexican Cooking: 
Empanadas
Tuesday, Apr. 16: Vietnamese – 
Traditional Beef Pho
Fine Arts, Crafts, Fiber, Wood, & 
Photography
Tuesday, Apr. 2: Learn How to Turn 

a Wooden Bowl!
Tuesday, Apr. 2: Carving in Wood: 
The Wizard Hiking Stick
Tuesday, Apr. 9: Oil Painting for 
Intermediate to Advanced Painters

Tuesday, Apr. 9: Sew Your Own 
Fanny Pack

Monday, Apr. 15: Wool Felted Soaps
Monday, Apr. 15: Fused Glass Wind 
Chime

Tuesday, Apr. 16: Learn How to 
Turn a Wooden Bowl!
Wednesday, Apr. 17: Gemstone and 
Essential Oil Diffusing Bracelet 
Workshop
Thursday, Apr. 18: Traditional 
Intermediate Rug Hooking
Tuesday, Apr. 30: Digital 
Photography Bootcamp
Fitness, Dance, Yoga & Mindful 
Movement
Tuesday, Apr. 9: Intro to Yang Tai 
Chi
Tuesday, Apr. 9: Kriya Yoga with 
Lish
Wednesday, Apr. 17: Zumba with 
Dillon!
Monday, Apr. 29: Vinyasa Flow 
Yoga with Heather
Health & Nutrition, New Age & 
Holistic Wellbeing
Thursday, Apr. 4: Invasive Plant 
Medicine: Healing our Bodies, 
Healing the Land
Thursday, Apr. 4: Intro to 
Meditations with Laura Neal
Wednesday, Apr. 10: Supporting 
GERD + Heartburn with 
Functional Nutrition*
Thursday, Apr. 18: Early Spring 
Medicinal Plant Walk
Home (DIY) & Gardening, Nature 
& Animals

Thursday, Apr. 11: Vermont’s 
Raptors, Big and Not-So-Big, All 
Fascinating*
Tuesday, Apr. 16: Canine 
Communication*
Wednesday, Apr. 17: Apple Tree 
Grafting
Music & Languages
Tuesday, Apr. 16: Guitar for 
Beginners – Part 2
Tech, Computers, & Automotive, 
Welding
Monday, Apr. 1: Introduction to 
Welding Fabrication
Check out our website, cvsdvt.
ce.eleyo.com (or Google “Access 
CVU”), for more information, and to 
register for a class. As a reminder, 
early signups help us plan for popu-
lar classes. It ensures you a spot in 
the class, and it avoids classes be-
ing canceled due to low enrollment. 
And if there’s a waitlist for a class 
you’re interested in, we encourage 
you to add your name since we will 
open up an extra section of a class 
if we get enough interest.
Need help getting registered, or 
have a question about a class? 
Want to teach with us? We want to 
hear from you! Call 802-482-7194 
or email access@cvsdvt.org. We 
offer senior discounts for our com-
munity over 65.

eDuCaTion 

continued on page 14

Oil Painting with Emily Moore: Apr. 9

Sew Your Own Fanny Pack: Apr. 9

“affordable” if it costs 30 percent 
or less of a household’s income, in-
cluding rent or mortgage, utilities, 
insurance and taxes. Chittenden 
County’s median rent of $1,386 
is “affordable” only to households 
earning more than $40,000 an-
nually. That’s only half of rent-
ers in Hinesburg. The Chittenden 
County’s median home sale price 
of $435,000 is “affordable” only to 
households earning $140,000 or 
more.
Ultimately, housing costs will 
only come down when the hous-
ing stock goes up. But building 
new homes is even more expen-
sive. Only a few years ago, new 
dwellings typically cost about 
$350,000 to build. Now they cost 
close to $500,000. At these costs, 
the market alone cannot build new 
housing that’s affordable without 
some sort of help from the public, 
through the government and/or 
nonprofits.
Partnerships Can Create and 
Maintain Affordable Housing
Hinesburg’s Housing Needs 
Assessment, newly updated and 
released just last June, translates 
what state and county new hous-
ing goals mean for Hinesburg. 
To meet the goals of the Building 
Homes Together campaign, 
Hinesburg would have to build 
about 140 new homes (35 afford-
able) by 2025, and about 275 by 
2029. Hinesburg has several proj-
ects in the works right now that, 
should they reach fruition, togeth-
er would meet or exceed the 2029 
goal. Each relies on its own unique 
arrangement of partnerships be-
tween the town, nonprofit hous-
ing organizations, and private 
developers.
Kelley’s Field, a 55-plus commu-
nity in the heart of the village, is 
adding 24 units, all perpetually 
affordable. It is managed by the 
nonprofits Cathedral Square and 
Evernorth and supported by the 
town with a $50,000 grant and 
with help securing $600,000 in 

state-federal funds.
Haystack Crossing, to be located 
west of 116 and south of Shelburne 
Falls Road, envisions in phase one 
176 homes of various forms and 
sizes, 20 of them perpetually af-
fordable. The town is working with 
the developer to build and main-
tain the water and sewer services 
the project will require.
Hinesburg Center II is adding 
73 units, eight of them perpetual-
ly affordable, to its project behind 
Kinney’s. The town is giving the 
effort a gentle assist by allowing 
it to meet its open space require-
ments with a donation to the de-
velopment of the planned Town 
Commons nearby.
Windy Ridge seeks to build 77 
units, 60 of them perpetually af-
fordable, east of 116 and south 
of CVU Road, around the NRG 
complex. The current plan is for 
40 owner-occupied single and 
multi-family homes and 37 rent-
als. The land is being donated by 
a founder of NRG and managed 
by Champlain Housing Trust 
(CHT). CHT will partner with 
Evernorth on rentals, and Sterling 
Construction and Green Mountain 
Habitat for Humanity on the own-
ership units.
Public assistance comes in vari-
ous forms, including letters of sup-
port to help developers secure fi-
nancing, direct grants, help with 
infrastructure, or special dispen-
sation in zoning requirements to 
cut costs and streamline permit-
ting. HAHC also does its best to 
influence and support our town’s 
efforts to meet its housing needs, 
and to make sure we do so in a way 
that benefits the town and all of 
the people in it.
Stay tuned for next month’s in-
stallment of HAHC’s explora-
tion into Hinesburg’s housing 
crisis. For more details, refer to 
the Hinesburg Housing Needs 
Assessment, which is available 
on the HAHC page on the town 
website.

4Affordable Housing
continued from page 1

4Commentary
continued from page 11

Your Local Payment Processing Provider

ATM • ACH • Gift Card • Credit Card • POS Systems

Je�rey Hathaway
  -Founder

(802) 891-4187
je�@mans�eldpayments.com

mans�eldpayments.comwww.

Your Local Payment Processing Provider

ATM • ACH • Gift Card • Credit Card • POS Systems

Je�rey Hathaway
  -Founder

(802) 891-4187
je�@mans�eldpayments.com

mans�eldpayments.comwww.Your Local Payment Processing Provider

ATM • ACH • Gift Card • Credit Card • POS Systems

Je�rey Hathaway
  -Founder

(802) 891-4187
je�@mans�eldpayments.com

mans�eldpayments.comwww.

Your Local Payment Processing Provider

ATM • ACH • Gift Card • Credit Card • POS Systems

Je�rey Hathaway
  -Founder

(802) 891-4187
je�@mans�eldpayments.com

mans�eldpayments.comwww.

Your Local Payment Processing Provider

ATM • ACH • Gift Card • Credit Card • POS Systems

Je�rey Hathaway
  -Founder

(802) 891-4187
je�@mans�eldpayments.com

mans�eldpayments.comwww.
Personal Service, Professional Results

Michael T. Russell, Member Attorney 
Adam H. Miller, Associate Attorney 

Emily J. Graham, Paralegal 

Business Formation & Reorganization • Land Use Permitting & Disputes  
Real Estate Transactions & Disputes • Wills & Trusts 

(802) 264-4888 • www.PeaseMountainLaw.com • info@peasemountainlaw.com 

73 Charlotte Road, Hinesburg, Vermont

http://cvsdvt.ce.eleyo.com
http://cvsdvt.ce.eleyo.com
mailto:access@cvsdvt.org


 PAGE 14 • HINESBURG RECORD • MARCH 28, 2024 • HINESBURGRECORD.ORG  HINESBURG RECORD • MARCH 28, 2024 • HINESBURGRECORD.ORG • PAGE 15   

Lewis Creek 
Association to 
Combat Japanese 
Knotweed in 
Watershed
BY KATE KELLY

Non-native invasive plant spe-
cies have long threatened 
the health of ecosystems, 

wildlife habitat, and populations 
of native plants in the Lewis Creek 
watershed. Management can be 
difficult because they are easily 
spread via seeds, roots, fragments, 
animals, and humans.
Japanese knotweed is a particular-
ly tough plant to remove. It was in-
troduced from East Asia in the late 
1800s, and was planted as an orna-
mental and for erosion control (but 
ironically, can actually increase 
streambank erosion). It spreads 
primarily by its roots/rhizomes, 
which can break off during a flood 
then resprout and form a new col-
ony downstream. LCA hopes to 
engage community members and 
undertake a long-term project con-
trolling knotweed (without her-
bicides) in our watershed, and we 
need your help.
A prior grant to LCA documented 
the presence of knotweed popu-
lations in the Lewis Creek water-
shed, but distribution is patchy 
and it has not yet spread prevalent-
ly across streambanks (unlike in 
many other Vermont watersheds, 
where it covers nearly every square 

foot available). LCA is excited to 
demonstrate a non-chemical re-
moval method to the public at a site 
in North Ferrisburgh, where our 
technicians will be present week-
ly to lead removal efforts, and to 
display these methods to the pub-
lic. Everyone is invited to help if 
they wish. LCA is partnering with 
Mike Bald (Got Weeds?) to guide 
this work and demonstrate effec-
tive methods for knotweed removal 
without herbicides – it can be done. 
You can also get involved in a proj-
ect that uses community science 
to help us understand the distri-
bution of knotweed in the water-
shed using iNaturalist. LCA would 
love to have your involvement in 
one or both portions of the proj-
ect. If you’re interested in learning 
more, sign up at bit.ly/lca-knot-
weed or reach out to Kate Kelly, 
Program Manager for Lewis Creek 
Association, at lewiscreekorg@
gmail.com or 488-5203. This work 
is funded by the Lake Champlain 
Basin Program/NEIWPCC/US EPA.
This product has been funded 

the eclipse’s impact on our region, 
Champlain Valley superintendents 
have chosen to prioritize the safe-
ty and well-being of students and 
staff and mutually agreed to close 
schools on April 8.
Earlier this year, CVSD purchased 
solar eclipse glasses for each stu-
dent. They will be distributed the 
week before the eclipse.
For more information on Vermont’s 
planning for the total solar eclipse, 
please visit vermont.gov/eclipse.

Updated COVID 
Guidance

Effective immediately, the 
Champlain Valley School 
District will adjust our iso-

lation guidance post-COVID in-
fection for staff and students 
to align with both the CDC and 
Vermont Department of Health 
recommendations.
When people get sick with any re-
spiratory virus (including COVID, 
RSV or influenza), the updated 
guidance from the CDC recom-
mends that they stay home and 
away from others. For people with 
COVID-19 and influenza, treatment 
is available and can lessen symp-
toms and lower the risk of severe 
illness (please contact your prima-
ry care for guidance on treatment 
options). The recommendations 
suggest returning to normal activ-
ities when, for at least 24 hours, 
symptoms are improving overall, 
and if a fever was present, it has 
been gone without use of a fever-re-
ducing medication.
Given this information, CVSD is no 
longer asking students and staff 
who have tested positive for COVID 
to isolate at home through day five. 
Put simply, if you are sick, please 
stay home and return when you are 
feeling better.
As part of the guidance, CDC pro-
vides active recommendations 
on core prevention steps and 
strategies:
• Staying up to date with vaccina-

tion to protect people against 
serious illness, hospitalization, 
and death. This includes flu, 
COVID-19, and RSV if eligible.

• Practicing good hygiene by cov-
ering coughs and sneezes, wash-
ing or sanitizing hands often, 
and cleaning frequently touched 
surfaces.

• Taking steps for cleaner air, such 
as bringing in more fresh outside 
air, purifying indoor air, or gath-
ering outdoors.

As always, if you are sick, please 
stay at home. When you feel bet-
ter, you can return to school. 
Refer to the Health Services page 
of our website at tinyurl.com/
CVSDhealth for the answers to fre-
quently asked questions.

Poetry & Puppetry 
Residency at HCS
BY SARAH FRECHETTE, POETRY & 
PUPPETRY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Over the course of Monday, 
March 11, through 
Thursday, March 14, Sarah 

Frechette, teaching artist, world-re-
nowned puppeteer and founder of 
the Vermont-based touring puppet 
company PuppetKabob, conduct-
ed a residency for the Hinesburg 
Community School’s fifth grade. 
The program, titled “Puppetry & 
Poetry,” gave students an engag-
ing, accessible, confidence build-
ing, and hands-on activity to ele-
vate this year’s writing unit: Poetry 
– with Fine Arts. Chosen for both 
its creative word play and theat-
rical focus, Toy Theaters first ap-
peared in the 19th century as home 
entertainment, outlets for imagina-
tion crafted for young people prior 
to the invention of television and/
or video games. For this program 
we gave these little paper theaters 
a contemporary twist.
Prior to this residency the stu-
dents worked with the writing 
teacher, Ms. Galyean, to develop 
poems that were used as the in-
spiration and text for the puppet 
show. The students then took their 
poems/scripts and, together with 
Puppetkabob, learned to design 
visually symbolic stages and per-
formable paper puppets. In the 
end, each finished Toy Theater and 
Poem combo showcased the fifth 
graders’ writing techniques, cre-
ative impulse and unique artistic 
styles.
During this residency, the fifth 
graders imparted their new pup-
pet-making skills by helping the 
kindergarten classes create “cool 
kid” finger puppets. These kin-
dergarteners were then able to 
bring their puppets with them to 
the fifth-grade showcase as they 
supported and celebrated their 
fifth-grade buddies. Between the 
two grades, 88 students partici-
pated and were impacted by this 
residency.
The fifth-grade reading teacher, 
Alyssa Wieland, hosted the pro-
gram and brought an additional 
level of excitement, engagement 
and support to this unique creative 
process. This four-day residency 
was supported in part by PiE and 
the Hinesburg Community School. 
Ms. Wieland was instrumental in 
receiving this funding to secure 
the success of this one-of-a-kind 
program.

wholly or in part by the United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency under Assistance 
Agreement #00A00707 to 
NEIWPCC. The contents of this 
document do not necessarily re-
flect the views and policies of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, nor does the U.S. EPA en-
dorse trade names or recommend 
the use of any products, services 
or enterprises mentioned in this 
document.

Senior Meals
BY PEGGY COUTU

Shelburne Age Well 
April 9 Grab and  
Go Meal

Age Well and St. Catherine’s 
of Siena Parish in Shelburne 
are teaming up to provide a 

meal to go for anyone age 60 and 
older on Tuesday, April 9. The meal 
will be available for pick up in the 
parking lot at 72 Church St. from 
11 a.m. until noon. These meals are 
available for all 60 or older. These 
meals are nutritious and delicious. 
A $5 donation is suggested, but not 
required.
The menu is: chicken in gravy with 
mashed cauliflower, diced carrots, 
southern biscuit with butter, carrot 
cake with icing, and milk.

To order a meal: please contact 
Kathleen by Wednesday, April 
3, by email: (preferred) agewell-
stcath@gmail.com or phone: 
802-503-1107.
If this is a first-time order, please 
provide: name, address, phone 
number, and date of birth. If 
you haven’t yet filled out a 2024 
Congregate Meal Registration, 
please bring a completed registra-
tion form with you or send one to: 
Age Well; 875 Roosevelt Highway, 
Ste. 210; Colchester, VT. 05446.
We will have forms on hand for you 
to fill out at meal pick up.

We provide enrichment and learn-
ing opportunities for anyone, any-
where, and anytime. Come explore 
new passions, ignite your imagina-
tion, learn a new skill and connect 
with lifelong learners.

CVSD News
Superintendent’s 
Message
BY RENE SANCHEZ

Dear Champlain Valley School 
District Community,
On Town Meeting Day, our CVSD 
budget was one of 30 school bud-
gets not approved across the state 
of Vermont. During the lead-up to 
the vote, community members in-
formed us that the tax rate caused 
by the implementation of Vermont’s 
new school finance law, Act 127, 
was a bridge too far for many to 
support our proposed budget. That 
being said, we were made aware 
that their historical support for the 
schools, students, and staff did not 
and had not wavered.
Since the Wednesday after Town 
Meeting Day, district and school 
leaders have been meeting to find 
efficiencies or reductions. There 
have been regular conversations 
with the board leadership to pre-
pare for the special meeting to dis-
cuss options for selecting a new 
budget proposal. Before and after 
the town meeting vote, the district 
received many communications 
through email and Let’s Talk with 
suggestions and ideas about what 
might be changed or reduced in 
our budget. Those ideas have been 
heard, seen, and considered.
At the March 12 Champlain Valley 
School District’s Board of Directors 
special meeting, the board dis-
cussed several options for a revised 
budget. These options present re-
ductions in staffing and program-
ming across our schools. The board 
held a long, emotional meeting 
with much discussion. Moreover, 
we would like to thank the many 
staff and community members who 
attended either in person or via 
Zoom. Given the importance of the 
meeting, we are grateful for the 
community’s attention to it.
At the end of the meeting, the 
board approved a new budget and 
the new warnings to present to vot-
ers. Our main goal was to trim the 
budget to a level that our communi-
ty could fully get behind, all while 
continuing to provide the best 
possible service to students with 
the reductions required to achieve 
the revised budget. With that in 
mind, the new CVSD proposed 
budget requests a 5.9 percent bud-
getary increase compared to this 
year, which results in a $1.32 tax 

rate before the Common Level of 
Appraisal (CLA) is factored in from 
each town. This pre-CLA tax rate 
is only two percent higher than 
last year. We will have estimates for 
the increases to taxpayers short-
ly, but firm numbers will not be 
known until after the legislature 
approves the yield later in their 
session. We will explain these num-
bers in more detail in upcoming 
communications.
The revote will take place on April 
16. It will be possible to vote earlier 
at town offices.
We acknowledge the interest in un-
derstanding the specifics of the re-
ductions presented in the recently 
proposed budget. At this time, we 
are unable to share detailed infor-
mation. It is crucial to acknowl-
edge that these choices have a di-
rect impact on the lives and person-
al situations of individuals we deep-
ly care about. Allowing adequate 
time to sensitively inform those 
affected and enable them to make 
the needed adaptations while also 
affording school leaders the oppor-
tunity to plan appropriately is es-
sential to ensure that the process 
is informative, compassionate, and 
supportive.
We are developing additional mate-
rials and will hold several informa-
tional meetings to assist taxpayers 
in understanding the revised bud-
get’s impact. We will share these as 
soon as possible so that you are in-
formed before the April 16 vote.

Solar Eclipse – No 
School
INFORMATION SHARED ON 
BEHALF OF SUPERINTENDENT 
SANCHEZ AND OTHER LOCAL 
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS

As northern Vermont prepares 
for a rare total solar eclipse 
on April 8, school districts 

in the Champlain Valley are taking 
proactive measures. Initially plan-
ning for an early dismissal on that 
day, superintendents have contin-
ued monitoring regional develop-
ments. Considering the unique cir-
cumstances and in collaboration 
with local public safety officials, 
district officials have collectively 
decided to close schools for the full 
day.
As the day of the eclipse approach-
es, more businesses in the area 
have announced special viewing 
events, and state agencies are pre-
paring for an anticipated influx of 
150,000 visitors. Recognizing the 
potential challenges associated 
with the sudden surge in travelers, 
Vermont Emergency Management 
advised municipalities in their re-
cent newsletter to prepare for pos-
sible stress on their emergency ser-
vices and, in some cases, extreme 
traffic issues.
Given the unpredictable nature of 

organizaTions 
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Japanese knotweed on the bank of Lewis 
Creek in Starksboro. Photo credit:  

Kate Kelly
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Managing Forests 
for Resilience
BY ETHAN TAPPER, CHITTENDEN 
COUNTY FORESTER

Landowners often ask me: “is 
my forest healthy?” While 
this may seem like a simple 

question, the more time I spend 
working with forests, the more dif-
ficult it is to answer. While most 
people picture a healthy forest as 
one with lots of healthy trees, when 
we take a more holistic and expan-
sive view of forest ecology, it’s ac-
tually much more complicated than 
that. More and more, I define forest 
health in terms of resilience.
The resilience of a forest is essen-
tially its ability to persevere and 
to bounce back from adversity – to 
respond to threats, stressors and 
disturbances while maintaining 
its productive capacity and natural 
processes over time. It’s important 
to recognize that some amount of 
adversity is a normal and natural 
part of forest ecology – as long as 
there have been forests, there have 
been pests, parasites and patho-
gens, windstorms, ice storms and 
forest fires. While these distur-
bances kill trees, they are as nor-
mal (and arguably as essential) a 
part of forest ecology as the trees 
themselves.
Key to their resilience is forests’ 
ability to regenerate – to grow new 
generations of trees in place of the 
old. In Vermont, we are blessed 
with forests that readily regenerate 
from all manner of disturbances – 
any time light reaches the forest 
floor, the forest responds with an 
explosion of new trees, shrubs and 
plants. Over time, disturbances of 
different types, intensities, and fre-
quencies can manifest species di-
versity (different species of trees, 
which regenerate under different 
light levels, soil conditions and 
more), as well as structural diver-
sity (different generations of trees) 
both within an individual forest 
and across our landscape.
Species diversity and structural di-
versity are both products of, and 
contributors to, a forest’s resil-
ience. Different species and ages 
of trees help forests risk-spread 
– similar to how we might diver-
sify a business or a stock portfo-
lio, risk-spreading buffers forests 
from catastrophic and destabiliz-
ing events. For instance, if most 
of the trees in a forest are a single 
species, a pest or pathogen that at-
tacks that species could stress or 
kill nearly all the trees in that for-
est. Similarly, if all the trees in the 
forest are the same age, a wind-

Eggstatic! (For Kids!)
Wednesday, April 24, 10–11:30 
a.m.
Why do birds lay eggs? How do 
bird eggs compare to other ani-
mals? Discover challenges and con-
ditions eggs face, and how they 
survive. Ages 6-10. Open for eight 
participants. $15–$35.
Register at birdsofvermont.org/
event/eggstatic-april

See It, Sketch It, Bird 
It!
Wednesday, April 24, 1 p.m.
Get ready for spring birding with 
this interactive program. Learn 
techniques for observing, describ-
ing, sketching, and identifying 
birds — tools that will immediately 
help you become a better birder.
Register at birdsofver-
mont.org/event/
see-it-sketch-it-bird-it-april2024

April Bird Monitoring 
Walk
Saturday, April 27, 7:30 a.m.
Join our monthly monitoring 
walk to record birds on the muse-
um’s property. Please bring your 
own binoculars and dress for the 
weather.
Max: 12 people. Free, suggest-
ed donation $5-$15. Register 
at birdsofvermont.org/event/
april-bird-monitoring-walk-2024

Spring Volunteer Work 
Day
Saturday, April 27, 9 a.m.
Please help us prepare the museum 
for our spring opening, and we’ll 
feed you. From trail maintenance 
to hanging art, we have opportu-
nities for all. Come for an hour or 
all day, bring yourself, a friend, a 
family.
Register (so we know how 
many sandwiches to make) at 
birdsofvermont.org/event/
volunteer-work-day-april-2024

An Age Well representative will 
be available to obtain the suggest-
ed $5 donation restaurant tickets 
to dine at one of the participating 
restaurants. More information on 
this program can be located on the 
Age Well site, agewellvt.org.

Shelburne Luncheon 
Tuesday, April 16
St. Catherine of Siena and Age Well 
are teaming up to offer a luncheon 
on April 16 for anyone 60 or older 
in the St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
Hall, 72 Church St., in Shelburne. 
The check-in time is 11:30 a.m. and 
the meal will be served at noon. 
There is a $5 suggested donation.
The delicious menu is Salisbury 
beef with barbecue sauce, baked 
beans, broccoli florets, wheat bun 
with butter, frosted pound cake 
with raspberry filling, and milk.

You must register by April 10. 
Contact: Kerry Batres, Nutrition 
Coordinator at 802-662-5283 or 
email kbatres@agewellvt.org.
Tickets are also available at the 
Age Well Office: 875 Roosevelt 
Highway, Ste. 210; Colchester. 
Restaurant tickets will also be 
available for distribution for a sug-
gested $5 donation.

Events at the Birds 
of Vermont 
Museum
BY KIR TALMAGE, OUTREACH/
IT COORDINATOR

The museum is open by appoint-
ment November through April. 
The trails are open from sunrise to 
sunset, every day. Libraries have 
passes, and admission is always 
free for members (birdsofvermont.
org/membership). 900 Sherman 

Hollow Road, Huntington.
In addition to events at the muse-
um, April is Citizen/Community 
Science Month, and has special 
events like Eclipse Day, Draw A 
Bird Day, Earth Day, and National 
Go Birding Day! Find out more at 
our website, birdsofvermont.org/
events.

Spring Wildflower 
Progression I
Sunday, April 21, 10:30 a.m.–
12:30 p.m.
Explore our trails in search of 
spring wildflowers and ephemer-
als. Learn about the seasonal chal-
lenges and changes influencing 
these briefly-blooming beauties 
with museum volunteer Mary Ann 
Schlegel. (This is the first of two! 
Other walks happen in May.)
Register at birdsofvermont.org/
event/spring-wildflower-walk1

ouTDoors
4Organizations

continued from page 15

continued on page 18

THURSDAY, MARCH 28 
Publication date for The Hinesburg Record.
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Friends of Families Play 
Group. Hinesburg United Church.
11 a.m.-12 p.m. Not-Your-Traditional Book 
Group. Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s 
Corner Rd.
5:30-6:30 p.m. Mid-Grade Book Club. 
Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
6:30-8 p.m. Young Adult Group.
FRIDAY, MARCH 29 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. Food Shelf open hours. 
Hinesburg Community Resource Center, 51 
Ballards Corner Rd., Hinesburg.
6-8 p.m. Girl Scouts. Hinesburg United Church.
7-10 p.m. Live Music, Karaoke, and Movie 
Nights. The Dumb Luck Pub & Grill, Ballards 
Corner Road, Hinesburg.
SATURDAY, MARCH 30 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Open (Green)house. 2408 
Shelburne Falls Road, Hinesburg, URL: 
www.redwagonplants.com/blog-archive/
openhouse-24.
7-10 p.m. Live Music, Karaoke, and Movie 
Nights. The Dumb Luck Pub & Grill, Ballards 
Corner Road, Hinesburg.
SUNDAY, MARCH 31 

Easter Sunday.
MONDAY, APRIL 1 

9 a.m.-11 a.m. Monday Ladies Group. 
Community Alliance Church, 190 Pond Road.
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Hands and Needles. Carpenter-
Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday Munch. Charlotte 
Senior Ctr., 212 Ferry Rd., Charlotte.
4:30-5 p.m. Vinyasa Yoga. Sweet Yoga, 
Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg.
6-8 p.m. Men’s Group. Community Alliance 
Church, 190 Pond Road.
TUESDAY, APRIL 2 

9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Weekly Storytime. 
Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
5:30-7:30 p.m. Food Shelf open hours. 
Hinesburg Community Resource Center, 51 
Ballards Corner Rd., Hinesburg.
6-7:30 p.m. CVSD Board Committee Meetings. 
CVU High School, Hinesburg.
6-7:30 p.m. Mahjong. Hinesburg United Church.
7-9 p.m. Development Review Board Meeting. 
meet.google.com/eub-awgw-prt. Town Hall.
7-9 p.m. Trivia Night in Hinesburg! The Dumb 
Luck Pub & Grill, 104 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3 

2:15-3:30 p.m. Pokemon Club. Carpenter-Carse 
Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
5:30-6:30 p.m. Ashtanga Vinyasa Fusion. Sweet 
Yoga, Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg.
THURSDAY, APRIL 4 

10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Friends of Families Play 
Group. Hinesburg United Church.
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Friends of Families 
PlayGroup. meet.google.com/vwd-evsz-crh.
United Church of Hinesburg 10570 Route 116.

6-8 p.m. Folk Jam with SongFarmers. Carpenter-
Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
6:30-8 p.m. Young Adult Group.
FRIDAY, APRIL 5 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. Food Shelf open hours. 
Hinesburg Community Resource Center, 51 
Ballards Corner Rd., Hinesburg.
MONDAY, APRIL 8 

9 a.m.-11 a.m. Monday Ladies Group. 
Community Alliance Church, 190 Pond Road.
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Hands and Needles. Carpenter-
Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday Munch. Charlotte 
Senior Ctr., 212 Ferry Rd., Charlotte.
4:30-5 p.m. Vinyasa Yoga. Sweet Yoga, 
Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg.
5:30-7:30 p.m. Economic Development. Town 
Hall, 10632 Rte 116, Hinesburg.
6-8 p.m. Women’s Group. Community Alliance 
Church, 190 Pond Road.
7-8:30 p.m. Village Steering Committee 
Meeting. Town Hall.
TUESDAY, APRIL 9 

9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Weekly Storytime. 
Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Senior Bingo & Meal to go. 
Saint Jude the Apostle Parish, 10759 Rte 116, 
Hinesburg.
5:30-7:30 p.m. Food Shelf open hours. 
Hinesburg Community Resource Center, 51 
Ballards Corner Rd., Hinesburg.
6-7:30 p.m. Mahjong. Hinesburg United Church.
7-9 p.m. Hinesburg Conservation Commission 
Meeting. us06web.zoom.us/j/82438637932?p
wd=MTZqRWdPMVZkZ3M0b3FWb3pIY2dVdz09.
7-8 p.m. Recreation Comm. Meeting. Town Hall.
7-9 p.m. Trivia Night in Hinesburg! The Dumb 
Luck Pub & Grill, 104 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10 

10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Morning Mystery Book 
Group. Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s 
Corner Rd.
2:15-3:30 p.m. Pokemon Club. Carpenter-Carse 
Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
5:30-6:30 p.m. Ashtanga Vinyasa Fusion. Sweet 
Yoga, Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg.
7-9 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting. Town 
Office, Lower Level Conference Room.
THURSDAY, APRIL 11 

Ad & news deadline for The Hinesburg Record.
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Friends of Families Play 
Group. Hinesburg United Church.
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Friends of Families 
PlayGroup. meet.google.com/vwd-evsz-crh.
United Church of Hinesburg 10570 Route 116.
11 a.m.-12 p.m. Not-Your-Traditional Book 
Group. Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s 
Corner Rd.
6:30-8:30 p.m. Lewis Creek Assoc. Board 
Meeting. Carpenter-Carse Library.
6:30-8 p.m. Young Adult Group.
7-8:30 p.m. Town Forest Committee Meeting. 
meet.google.com/kks-okby-ejy.

FRIDAY, APRIL 12 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Food Shelf open hours. 
Hinesburg Community Resource Center, 51 
Ballards Corner Rd., Hinesburg.
SUNDAY, APRIL 14 

2-4 p.m. Ladies Hike Sunday. Shelburne Farms, 
1611 Harbor Rd., Shelburne, VT 05482, US.
MONDAY, APRIL 15 

Tax Day.
9 a.m.-11 a.m. Monday Ladies Group. 
Community Alliance Church, 190 Pond Road.
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Hands and Needles. Carpenter-
Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday Munch. Charlotte 
Senior Ctr., 212 Ferry Rd., Charlotte.
4:30-5 p.m. Vinyasa Yoga. Sweet Yoga, 
Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg.
6-8 p.m. Men’s Group. Community Alliance 
Church, 190 Pond Road.
TUESDAY, APRIL 16 

9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Weekly Storytime. 
Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
5:30-7:30 p.m. Food Shelf open hours. 
Hinesburg Community Resource Center, 51 
Ballards Corner Rd., Hinesburg.
6-7:30 p.m. Mahjong. Hinesburg United Church.
6-9 p.m. Rm 160 & 162, CVSD School Board 
Meeting. CVU High School, 369 CVU Rd.
7-10 p.m. Development Review Board Meeting. 
Town Office, Lower Level Conference Room.
7-9 p.m. Trivia Night in Hinesburg! The Dumb 
Luck Pub & Grill, 104 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17 

2:15-3:30 p.m. Pokemon Club. Carpenter-Carse 
Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
5:30-6:30 p.m. Ashtanga Vinyasa Fusion. Sweet 
Yoga, Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg.
7-9 p.m. Trails Committee. Remote meeting.
THURSDAY, APRIL 18 

10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Friends of Families Play 
Group. Hinesburg United Church.
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Friends of Families 
PlayGroup. meet.google.com/vwd-evsz-crh.
United Church of Hinesburg 10570 Route 116.
6:30-8 p.m. Kids’ Club Night. Community 
Alliance Church, 190 Pond Rd., Hinesburg.
6:30-8 p.m. Young Adult Group.
FRIDAY, APRIL 19 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. Food Shelf open hours. 
Hinesburg Community Resource Center, 51 
Ballards Corner Rd., Hinesburg.
MONDAY, APRIL 22 

9 a.m.-11 a.m. Monday Ladies Group. 
Community Alliance Church, 190 Pond Road.
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Hands and Needles. Carpenter-
Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday Munch. Charlotte 
Senior Ctr., 212 Ferry Rd., Charlotte.
4:30-5 p.m. Vinyasa Yoga. Sweet Yoga, 
Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg.
6-8 p.m. Women’s Group. Community Alliance 
Church, 190 Pond Road.
TUESDAY, APRIL 23 

9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Weekly Storytime. 
Carpenter-Carse Library, 69 Ballard’s Corner Rd.
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Senior Bingo & Meal to go. 
Saint Jude the Apostle Parish, 10759 Rte 116.

PLEASE GO TO HINESBURGRECORD.ORG/CALENDAR FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS

CaLenDar

Please answer the need

BANKS AND FINANCE

MANSFIELD PAYMENTS
802-891-4187 • mansfieldpayments.com  
Hinesburg
MIKE KIESSLING, FINANCIAL ADVISOR
802-497-2451 • edwardjones.com 
Making Sense of Investing
NATIONAL BANK OF MIDDLEBURY
877-508-8455 • nbmvt.com 
Serving VT Communities since 1831

CONSTRUCTION

HOUSEWRIGHT
802-482-3190 • Lavine Hill Rd., Hinesburg
KILEY LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
802-425-2882 • Dorset Street, Charlotte
POLLI CONSTRUCTION
(802) 552 0924• polliconstruction.com 
Gregory Dirve, South Burlington
STEVEN PALMER CONSTRUCTION
802-482-3186 • Nicks Run Rd., Hinesburg

ENERGY 

HART & MEAD ENERGY
802-453-6666  
Mechanicsville Rd Hinesburg
JACKMAN’S OF BRISTOL INC.
802-453-2381 • jackmansinc.com  Budget and 
pre-buy plans for your total energy needs
LARRY & SON HEATING SERVICE
800-660-5279 • Servicing Oil Furnaces in 
Chittenden & surrounding counties

EXCAVATION 

BAB EXCAVATION
802-453-2565   
Richmond Rd, Hinesburg
PALMER EXCAVATING
802-482-4725 
Magee Hill Rd, Hinesburg

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

DEE PT
802-482-2200 • deept.com 
Feel good again!
ELEMENT NAIL SALON
802-482-7334 • elementnailsalonvt.com 
Holistic nail care, fabulous massages
NOT A HAIR OUT OF PLACE
802-482-3589 
Sugar House Ln, Hinesburg
STEPHENS FAMILY DENTISTRY
802-482-3155 • stephensfamilydentistry.com  
State-of-the-art and friendly dental care

HOME AND GARDEN

BOOT HILL METAL BENDERS
802-989-0396 • boothillmetalbenders.com  
Top-notch ductwork for efficient heating & 
air conditioning
GIROUX AUTO BODY
802-482-2162 • Rte. 116, Hinesburg
LIMOGE & SONS GARAGE DOORS, INC.
802-878-4338 • limogegaragedoors.com 
Custom garage door installations and repairs
LYMAN STORAGE
802-482-2379 • lymanstorage.com 
Convenient, secure & affordable residential & 
commercial storage 
RVG ELECTRIC SERVICES
802-233-9462 • rvgelectric.com 
Licensed Master Electrician & Contractor, 
residential & commercial
VERMONT LAND MAINTENANCE
802-434-4533 • vtlandmaintenance.com 
De-brushing services for private and 
commercial projects
VILLAGE SWEEP
802-482-2468 • villagesweepvt.com 
Keeping your chimney clean, safe & efficient

INSURANCE

PALMER INSURANCE AGENCY
802-482-5678 • palmerinsurancevt.com 
For all of your insurance needs 

LAW

PEASE MOUNTAIN LAW
802-264-4888• peasemountainlaw.comREAL 

GREENTREE REAL ESTATE
802-482-5232 • vermontgreentree.com 
Your local real estate solution!

RESTAURANTS

HINESBURGH PUBLIC HOUSE
802-482-5500 • hinesburghpublichouse.com 
Simply good food – and music!
PAPA NICK’S RESTAURANT AND PIZZA
802-482-6050 • papanicksvt.com 
Quality food, outstanding customer service

SHOPPING

BLUE COTTAGE GIFTS
802-799-2168 • bluecottage.biz 
Unique home décor & gifts for creative & 
discerning shoppers
LANTMAN’S MARKET
802-482-2361 • lantmansmarket.com 
Your store in the heart of Hinesburg since 1925
TWICE IS NICE
802-482-3500 • hinesburgresource.org/
twice-is-nice.html 
Carrying gently used women’s clothing and 
accessories and small household goods

TECHNOLOGY

WAITSFIELD CHAMPLAIN VALLEY TELECOM
888-321-0815 • wcvt.com   
Telephone. Internet. Cable TV.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

THEME: SHAKESPEARE

ACROSS
1. Type of help center
6. Fake tooth
9. What geysers do
13. Lagoon wall
14. Acronym, in brief
15. Syrup producer
16. Papal court
17. It often comes with Aloha!
18. External
19. *Richard III: “A horse! A horse! My 
____ for a horse!”
21. *Romeo and Juliet: “Parting is such 
sweet ____”
23. Animal’s nose
24. Fail to mention
25. Capone’s family
28. *Hamlet: “O, this is the poison of ____ 
grief”
30. Soap froth
35. Iris holder
37. “He ____, She Said”
39. ____ Apso
40. Cheap form of payment?
41. Bert’s roommate
43. Not in favor
44. Hipbone-related
46. The Destroyer, in Hinduism
47. Thomas the Engine’s warning
48. “Heart of Darkness” author
50. Brewer’s kiln
52. Beer choice
53. Not a verb
55. Comic cry
57. *The Tempest: “We are such stuff as 
____ are made on”
60. *As You Like It: “All the world’s a stage 
and all the men and women merely ____”
64. Primatologist’s concern, for short
65. “This land is your land”?
67. *Macbeth: “Our ____ master’s 
murder’d!”
68. Scoundrel
69. Hi ____ monitor
70. Wombs
71. “A Visit from St. Nicholas” beginning
72. Teacher’s favorite
73. Got ready for a close up

DOWN
1. Nordstrom’s outlet
2. Purse for the red carpet
3. Cape on Tierra del Fuego
4. Set straight
5. Like a knife
6. Comes before a storm?
7. The “place with the helpful hardware 
folks”
8. Spectrum maker
9. Wild ox of India
10. Plotting (2 words)
11. Multitude
12. Having Everything Revealed, singer 
and songwriter
15. *Hamlet: “When we have shuffled off 
this ____ coil”
20. Corpulent
22. Tin Woodman’s “medicine”
24. “Two cents”?
25. *Twelfth Night: “If ____ be the food of 
love, play on”
26. Convex molding
27. Nigeria’s western neighbor
29. Listening devices
31. *Hamlet: “To be, or not to be: ____ is 
the question”
32. Capital of Vietnam
33. Bar by estoppel
34. Indian restaurant condiment
36. Petri dish filler
38. Prima donna
42. Artist’s tripod
45. High tea sandwich
49. P rignon’s honorific
51. Destroy a document (2 words)
54. Seize a throne
56. City in Japan
57. Type of sailing vessel
58. Capital of Latvia
59. Outback birds
60. “Blast from the ____”
61. “The ____ of Tammy Faye,” movie
62. Uncommon
63. Went down slippery slope
64. Cathode-ray tube
66. *Merchant of Venice: “But love is blind, 
and lovers cannot ____”
 
ANSWERS are on inside of back page

Some Cliff Tops 
and Overlooks 
Closed to Protect 
Nesting Peregrines
FROM VT FISH & WILDLIFE 
PRESS RELEASE

Hiking Vermont’s hillsides is a 
great way to enjoy a spring day, 
but the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department and Audubon Vermont 
recommend people check to see if 
the area they are planning to hike 
or climb is open. In addition to trail 
closures to reduce impacts during 
mud season, several cliff areas are 
also closed to protect nesting pere-
grine falcons.
“Peregrine falcons are very sensi-
tive to human presence during their 
breeding season, so we ask climbers 
and hikers to please maintain a re-
spectful distance from their nests,” 
said Nongame Bird Biologist Jillian 
Kilborn with Fish and Wildlife. “The 
areas closed include the portions of 
the cliffs where the birds are nesting 

and the trails leading to cliff tops or 
overlooks.”
Over the next couple months, biolo-
gists and community scientists will 
be identifying cliffs occupied by per-
egrines this year. Sites listed will 
remain closed until August 1 or un-
til Fish and Wildlife determines the 
risk to nesting falcons has passed. 
The majority of the sites are visit-
ed in April, and nesting falcons can 
choose new sites, so additional sites 
may be added or removed from the 
closed list which will be updated and 
provided on Fish and Wildlife’s web-
site at vtfishandwildlife.com.
Bolton Notch (Bolton) – UUW cliff 
– cliff access and climbing closed
Bone Mountain (Bolton) – portions 
closed to climbing
Deer Leap (Bristol) – cliff-top and 
climbing closed
Eagle Ledge (Vershire) – closed to 
hiking and climbing
Dummerston Quarry 
(Dummerston) – upper quarry closed
Fairlee Palisades (Fairlee) – cliff-
top closed

storm may topple virtually all of 
them at once. Having a diversity of 
tree species, sizes and ages buffers 
a forest from these larger-scale, 
more harmful disturbances.
While resilience has always been a 
key component of healthy forests, 
today it is more vital than ever. 
Modern forests face an unprece-
dented array of threats and stress-
ors that we refer to, collectively, as 
global change: the combination of 
climate change, non-native invasive 
plants, animals, pests and patho-
gens, deer overpopulation, forest 
fragmentation, deforestation and 
more. To make matters worse, be-
cause of past land use (especial-
ly the agricultural clearing of the 
1800s) our forests are generally 
young and simple, in most cas-
es lacking the diversity so vital to 
their resilience.
It’s important to recognize that 
even if we lived in a landscape of 
diverse, old-growth forests, and 
even if climate change was the 
only threat that they faced, climate 
change alone would test the limits 
of our forests’ resilience. On a land-
scape of altered and degraded for-
ests, and with all the threats posed 
by global change, it is unreason-
able to expect forests to summon 
the resilience needed to survive 
this moment without our help.
How can we help forests build resil-
ience? Most forests need, or will at 
least benefit from, some interven-
tion: even if we do nothing else, it 
is vital that we protect forests’ abil-
ity to regenerate by doing things 
like controlling non-native invasive 
plants and protecting young trees 
from deer browse. We can also use 
forest management to help our 
forests build resilience: encour-
aging the development of species 
diversity and structural diversi-
ty, helping them adapt to a chang-
ing climate, creating habitats that 
are underrepresented across our 
landscape and vital to our waning 
biodiversity.
As we learn what it means to care 
for ecosystems at this moment in 
time, it is critical that we move 
from a mentality that values sta-
bility: a forest’s ability to stay the 
same; to one that values resilience: 
a forest’s ability to respond to 

change and adversity when it in-
variably comes. In a changed and 
changing world, resilience is, and 
will likely always be, our forests’ 
greatest asset.
Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden 
County Forester for the Vermont 
Dept. of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation. See what he’s been up 
to, check out his YouTube chan-
nel, sign up for his eNews and read 
articles he’s written at linktr.ee/
ChittendenCountyForester

Bird-Friendly 
Habitat 
Management at 
Geprags Park
BY TOBIAH SCHULMAN, 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION MEMBER

The Hinesburg Conservation 
Commission (HCC) has partnered 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife Program to continue 
habitat management at Geprags 
Park in 2024. Work took place the 
weekend of February 23-25, 2024, 
and involved cutting and grinding 
woody vegetation to both remove 
invasive species and promote the 
dense new shrub growth that is im-
portant to priority shrubland bird 
species in Geprags Park.
Since 2012 the HCC has been work-
ing with Audubon Vermont to man-
age Geprags Park for priority shru-
bland bird species. These include 
golden-winged and blue-winged war-
blers, American woodcock, Eastern 
towhee and brown thrasher. Geprags 
was, in the past, home to one of the 
only hooded warblers in the state. 
Past work has focused on removal of 
invasive plant species (primarily hon-
eysuckle and buckthorn) and mainte-
nance of native shrub communities. 
These shrub communities, dominat-
ed by dogwoods and viburnums, pro-
vide important nesting habitat and a 
reliable food source for fall migratory 
birds. They also produce an abun-
dance of flowers that are great for 
pollinators.
This work will create the distur-
bance necessary to promote the 
dense shrub regeneration these 
birds need. While small areas will 
look a bit shorn at first, the re-
growth that happens will be in-
credibly beneficial for the birds and 
keep them coming back to Geprags 
Park and thriving. Mark LaBarr of 
Audubon Vermont will be offering 
a bird surveying walk and work-
shop at Geprags Park on June 1. 
Stay tuned for more information.
For more information, con-
tact Audubon’s Mark LaBarr 
(mark.labarr@audubon.org) 
or the Hinesburg Conservation 
Commission (hinesburgcc@gmail.
com).

Marshfield Mt. (Marshfield) – por-
tions closed to climbing
Mt. Horrid (Rochester) – Great 
Cliff overlook closed
Nichols Ledge (Woodbury) – cliff-
top and climbing closed
Prospect Rock (Johnson) – cliff-top 
overlook and climbing closed
Red Rocks Park (S. Burlington) – 
southern cliff access closed
Rattlesnake Point (Salisbury) – 
southern overlook closed
Snake Mountain (Addison) – en-
tire western trail closed
Audubon Vermont conservation 
biologist Margaret Fowle works 
with volunteers and other conser-
vation professionals to monitor 
the sites throughout the nesting 
season. “Peregrine falcons were re-
moved from Vermont’s endangered 
species list in 2005, and the popu-
lation continues to thrive thanks 
to the efforts of our many volun-
teers and partners,” said Fowle. “In 
many cases the lower portions of 
the trails remain open, and we en-
courage people to enjoy watching 

peregrine falcons from a distance 
that requires using binoculars or a 
spotting scope.”
What you can do to help Vermont 
peregrines:
Respect cliff closures, and re-
treat from any cliff where you see 
peregrines.
Report any disturbance of nesting 
peregrines to your local state game 
warden.
Report any sightings to Margaret 
Fowle at margaret.fowle@audu-
bon.org

4Outdoors
continued from page 17whaT The heCk?

What the heck is this (below)?
Take a guess at hinesburgrecord.org/what-the-heck/ and have a chance to  
WIN MERCHANDISE OR A $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE! 

Mood swings

Royal waveVowel movement

Aloha

Devine Toyota Corona

Want  
the 
very  
latest?

Sign up  
now to  

our weekly 
newsletter.

It’s free!
hinesburgrecord.org/subscribe 

A red oak (Quercus rubra) seedling. 
Forests’ ability to regenerate new trees and 

plants after a disturbance is key to their 
resilience.

Hikers and climbers can help nesting 
peregrine falcons by avoiding several 

Vermont cliff areas this spring and early 
summer. VTF&W photo

http://vtfishandwildlife.com
http://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester
http://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester
mailto:mark.labarr@audubon.org
mailto:hinesburgcc@gmail.com
mailto:hinesburgcc@gmail.com
mailto:margaret.fowle@audubon.org
mailto:margaret.fowle@audubon.org
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Irena Holubowsky 
Case

Irena Holubowsky Case swooped 
away from this world hand-in-hand 
with the Angel Gabriel on Feb. 22, 
2024. She was born Dec. 23, 1935, 
in Montreal, Canada, to Ukrainian 
immigrants Michael and Matrona 
(Margaret) Holubowsky. For 88 
years she loved us all, steadfast in 
her Ukrainian identity, joyous in 
her faith in God, endlessly finding 
pathways to nourish body, earth 
and soul. Big sister to siblings 
Paul, Peter, Maria and Joseph, she 
took on responsibility for them se-
riously and with humor. Her par-
ents moved the family to Ontario’s 
Niagara region when she was a 
young girl and Irena grew up sur-
rounded by fruit orchards and 
encouragement to work hard to 
make her dreams come true. She 
graduated high school as valedic-
torian and went on to graduate 
from Loretto College in Toronto. 
In 1960 she married James G. Case 
of Marcellus, N.Y. They purchased 
an 1800s farmhouse and proper-
ty in Hinesburg, Vermont, where 
Irena continued to put down roots 
for the next 60-plus years. Asked to 
describe her occupation she would 
say, “I’m a lifelong learner.” Her 
endless passions included raising 
a healthy family, hiking (Green 
Mountain Club, Adirondack peaks), 
gardening (Burlington Farmers 
Market, embracing the no dig/la-
sagna method), vitamins, healthy 

foods (say no to UPFs!), essential 
oils, stewardship of the land, trav-
eling (South America, Ukraine and 
Europe), singing, reading every-
thing: gardening books, self-heal-
ing instruction, her beloved Lord 
of the Rings, even the Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid series, learning lan-
guages (five of them), adventures 
with grand-kids (overnight car 
camping in the desert, Grand 
Manan Island, conservation camp, 
goats), writing poetry, making 
friends with people and animals 
wherever she went – all predicat-
ed on spreading kindness and ac-
ceptance. On Feb. 25, family and 
friends gathered for a beautiful 
Ukranian Panachyda and “green” 
burial near her garden. Her wish 
was for her body to go back to 
the earth as simply as possible, 
and to “make it an education” for 
others. Predeceased by husband 
James Case and son Jaroslav Case, 
Irena leaves daughters Ocsanna 
Delgadillo (Jose Delgadillo) of 
League City, Texas, and Catherine 
Case (James Metz) of Hinesburg, 
Vt.; ten grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. A Memorial 
Mass and celebration will be 
planned for late spring. Donations 
in her memory may be made to 
the Ukrainian Catholic University 
Foundation (Chicago, lll.) and 
the Vermont Forest Cemetery 
(Roxbury, Vt.).

Brigitte Audy 
Thompson

The world lost a bright light 
on February 18 – Brigitte Audy 
Thompson left this earth to 
start her new journey. Born in 
Burlington, Vermont, on Dec. 

it of about 100 quilts, totes filled 
with goodies to be raffled, vendors, 
and the Guild raffle quilt. Karen 
Abrahamovich is the featured art-
ist with her quilts depicting U.S. 
states.

Shelburne 
Museum Presents 
New England Now: 
Strange States
FROM PRESS RELEASE

This season, Shelburne Museum 
will present New England Now: 
Strange States, an exhibition show-
casing the mysterious and ethere-
al dimensions of New England’s 
identity. The exhibition features 
12 multidisciplinary artists whose 
works delve deep into the inner 
realms of the psyche, inviting 
visitors to critically analyze the 
complexities of our reality. New 
England Now: Strange States 
will be on view May 11 through 
October 20.
Ghostly folklore, supernatural phe-
nomena, and eerie legends have 
long shaped New England’s cul-
tural landscape, fostering an at-
mosphere where intellectual and 
creative liberation thrives. Strange 
States explores the region’s haunt-
ed landscapes, historical settings, 
and the ongoing influence of lu-
minaries like Shirley Jackson and 
Stephen King. New England’s spec-
tral charm continues to be a well-
spring for artists seeking bound-
less realms of creativity beyond the 
ordinary.
“New England Now: Strange States 
invites visitors to embark on a jour-
ney into the unknown, exploring 
the intricate tapestry of our col-
lective imagination,” said curator 
Carolyn Bauer. “The artists weave 
together a dreamscape that chal-
lenges preconceptions and invites 
us to reconsider the essence of our 
region and the broader world.”
The exhibition features recent and 
new artwork by prominent New 
England artists including Bianca 
Beck, Sarah Meyers Brent, Nicole 
Duennebier, Lauren Fensterstock, 
Arghavan Khosravi, Laura Kramer, 
Jennifer McCandless, Allison 

Maria Rodriguez, Farzaneh 
Safarani and Bahareh Safarani, 
Emilie Stark-Menneg, and Tara 
Sellios. Additionally, the exhibition 
experience expands outside the 
exhibition’s walls with sculptures 
by Bianca Beck on the museum’s 
campus.
New England Now: Strange States 
is the third installment in the New 
England Now series, launched by 
the museum in 2018. The series 
aims to highlight artists’ challeng-
ing preconceptions and themes 
about the region. Previous exhibi-
tions focused on the evolving land-
scape and diverse identities shap-
ing New England communities.

Higher Education 
Honors
Max Barron of Hinesburg was 
named to the Dean’s List at 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
(NY) for the fall semester of the 
2023-2024 academic year. Barron 
is in the mechanical engineering 
program. Full-time degree-seeking 
undergraduate students are eligi-
ble for Dean’s List if their term GPA 
is greater than or equal to 3.4.
Samuel Decker, Caleb Nye, 
and Alexander Provost, all of 
Hinesburg, have been named to the 
Fall 2023 Dean’s List at Endicott 
College (MA). In order to qualify 
for the Dean’s List, a student must 
obtain a minimum grade point av-
erage of 3.5. Decker is majoring 
in exercise science, and is the son 
of Alysa Decker and Eric Decker. 
Nye is majoring in criminal justice, 
and is the son of Amber Nye and 
William Nye. Provost is majoring 
in exercise science, and is the son 
of Kelly Provost and Christopher 
Provost.

Quilt Show
BY SUE MCGUIRE

The Champlain Valley Quilters will 
be hosting its 2024 Quilt Show 
on April 26-28 at the Holy Family 
Parish Hall, 30 Lincoln St., Essex 
Jct. The hours are Friday and 

Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 
noon-4 p.m.
This year’s theme is “Seams Like 
Spring.” Admission is $8 (under 12 
free). For more info, or to enter a 
quilt, go to cvqgvt.org.
The show includes a judged exhib-

7, 1968, to Byron and Judith 
Audy, she attended St. Joseph’s 
Elementary School, Burlington 
High School, Rice High School and 
Champlain College.
Her entrepreneurial spirit started 
at a young age when she started 
working to earn money to purchase 
her first car. This passion contin-
ued as she went on to start her own 
bookkeeping business in 1991. 
Over the years she also worked as 
a freelance writer, website design-
er, medical transcriptionist and 
became a published author of sev-
eral business books. Brigitte also 
founded a nonprofit dog rescue in 
2015, VT Dog Rescue, and saved 
thousands of homeless dogs from 
the south.
She enjoyed being self-employed be-
cause it gave her the flexibility to 
be fully present for the best part of 
her life – being a mom.
Brigitte and Keith were married in 
1989. They welcomed their daugh-
ter, Sarah, in 1993, son Jacob in 
1997 and daughter Katherine in 
2001. Together they made many 
wonderful memories especially 
during the 17 years they lived in 
Williston, Vt. Having the house 
filled with her children and their 
friends filled Brigitte’s heart 
with happiness. There were epic 
sleepovers, birthday parties, movie 
nights, camp outs, kickball games, 
bonfires, and Halloween parties. 
She looked back at these times as 
the most joyful in her life.
Brigitte is survived by her hus-
band, Keith; her children, Sarah, 
Jacob (Jenna), and Katherine; 
and her beloved dogs and horses. 
Brigitte also leaves behind her sis-
ter Kristen (Bill) and her nephews, 
her father Byron Audy, and she was 
predeceased by her beloved mother 
Judith Audy.
She also leaves behind many 
friends who she hopes will take 

time today to share a compliment 
with a stranger to make someone’s 
day a whole lot brighter.

Susan E. Roberts

Susan E. Roberts, 72, beloved wife 
and mother, passed away Monday, 
March 11, 2024, at her home in 
Hinesburg. She was cherished 
by her family; her husband of 50 
years, John, who survives her; 
along with her son, Jack and his 
wife, Carin, of North Ferrisburg; 
daughter, Charlotte, and her com-
panion, Avi Halperin, of Olympia, 
Washington. She is also grieved 
by her sister, Nancy Horton, of 
Chili, N.Y. Susan retired from 
Vermont Teddy Bear after 18 years 
in the personalization department. 
She was an active member of the 
Hinesburg Historical Society, and 
enjoyed researching history and 
genealogy. A celebration of her life 
will be conducted this summer at 
a site and time to be determined. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made in her name to the 
Hinesburg Fire Department, or 
Richmond Rescue.

PeoPLe 

arTs & Leisure oBiTuaries

The CVQG Raffle Quilt. Tickets will be sold 
at the show.

Quilter Sue McGuire, with a quilt she’s 
entering in the show.

Emilie Stark-Menneg, Iris Spring, 2022. 
Acrylic and oil on canvas, 80 x 100 in. 

Courtesy of the artist.

11 to 8 Mon, Weds-Sat; 11 to 7 Sun • 482-6050 • papanicsvt.com

Feeding our community with inside dining and take out.
Quality food & amazing service! Open for Easter Sunday.




Chittenden Asylum Seekers 
Assistance Network (CASAN)


casanvermont.org


CASAN	seeks	sponsors	
for	our	virtual	arts	fundraiser

Arts	for	Asylum	Seekers	-	April	2024	
Would you like to receive a poem in your in-box every day in April? Or a 
sketch or photo weekly? Enliven your April and help new neighbors as they 
navigate the legal process of seeking asylum by being an Arts for Asylum 
Seekers sponsor.

How Arts for Asylum Seekers Works
CASAN has recruited a talented group of 
Creatives who will be producing original 
digital artwork, writing and more 
throughout the month of April. To sponsor:
• Check out the list of Creatives on 

CASAN’s website

• Make a donation to CASAN

• In April the Creatives you sponsor 
will share their work with you by 
email or online.

Chittenden Asylum Seekers Assistance Network (CASAN) is a 
registered non-profit organization. Our mission is to provide 
welcome and support to people in Northern Vermont who are 
pursuing the legal path of asylum. We offer assistance with 
housing, basic living expenses, transportation, legal fees, and other 
necessary support.


Email questions to: artsforasylumseekers@gmail.com

Want to help  
The Hinesburg Record 
keep our local news 

local? Just

RSVD!
Read. Readership is the life blood of  

The Hinesburg Record.

Subscribe. We love it when you 
subscribe to our free e-newsletter!

Volunteer. Whether it’s 15 minutes 
every month or every day, you can do it!

Donate. Your donation is tax-deductible.  

The Hinesburg Record is your local, 
independent, non-profit news 

organization. To find out more go to 
 hinesburgrecord.org/donate  

or send an email to  
information@hinesburgrecord.org  

or just call 802-999-2410.

Checks can be mailed to  
The Hinesburg Record 

P.O. Box 304, Hinesburg, VT 05461

http://cvqgvt.org
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Vermont. Jan feels fortunate to live 
in a place with so much unspoiled 
nature. Jan hopes his photos can 
give “even a little of the beauty that 
so inspires me in this place.”
Jan has by choice limited his pho-
tography to the beauty of this par-
ticular place: “There is a discipline 
in confining my attention to such 
a narrow geography.” He is forced 
to go deeper than he might oth-
erwise go by photographing the 
same things in the same places 
over and over. And to be fair, there 
is not a complete absence of variety 
— even in the same places with the 
same subjects the light can change 
everything!

For more go to https://www.
jancannonphotography.com/
PHOTOGRAPHY

Anna Watts

Anna Watts is a documenta-
ry photographer current-
ly based in New York. Born 

and raised in Hinesburg, she start-
ed working as a photographer in 
Central America in the humani-
tarian field with a focus on wom-
en’s healthcare and access to ed-
ucation. In 2019, she graduated 
from the International Center of 
Photography’s Visual Journalism 
and Documentary Practice pro-
gram and attended the Eddie Adams 
Workshop XXXII, where she was 
awarded a long-term project with 
ESPN. In 2022, she attended the 
New York Times portfolio review.

Anna’s personal work takes a long-
form narrative approach to docu-
menting issues around coming of 
age and the intersection of gender 
and athletics. Her editorial work fo-
cuses on intimacy and sensitivity 
to trauma covering social inequi-
ties in urban settings, from break-
ing news to immigration, hous-

ing, politics and education. She is 
fluent in Spanish and has taken 
trauma reporting courses from the 
Poynter Institute and International 
Committee of the Red Cross. In 
2022, she completed an Adversarial 
Reporting Training (ART) course 
through The New York Times that 
included de-escalation tactics, con-
flict and first aid training. She is 
a regular contributor to The New 
York Times.
For more go annacwatts.com

Communion at Home: Call Parish 
Office, 802-482-2290
Religious Education Coordinator: 
Marie Cookson, 802-482-2290
Religious Education (CCD): The 
first Sunday of each month follow-
ing the 9:30 a.m. Mass. Students 
and parents meet each month.
Please call Marie at 802-482-2290 
(Parish Office).
Eucharistic Adoration: Eucharistic 
Adoration is held the first Friday of 
each month following the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass at St. Jude’s and every Tuesday 
following the 5:15 p.m. Mass at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel.    
Food Shelf Weekend: Every first 
Saturday and Sunday of the month. 
Parishioners are asked to make an 
extra effort to bring non-perishable 
canned and dried food in weekly 
for the Hinesburg Food Shelf. Food 
Collection baskets are in the entry 
for your convenience. 
Senior Bingo. Seniors, you are invited to 
a morning of free bingo at St. Jude’s from 
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of every month. Reservations 
are required by the Wednesday before. 
Due to the increased numbers of COVID 
19 in our area, we ask that everyone 
again wear a mask while at Senior 
Bingo. Free masks will be available if 
you need one. If you have symptoms, 
have been recently exposed and/or are 
feeling ill, please stay home. Thank 
you!! If you are a newcomer to our event, 
please call the week before that you are 
attending, so that enough Grab and Go 
Meals can be ordered. You will be given 
a packaged complete meal to take home, 
provided by Age Well. The suggested do-
nation is $5.00 per meal due to pandem-
ic funding coming to an end. Bingo priz-
es will be provided by St. Jude’s. Contact 
Kathy and Ted Barrett at 453-3087 (leave 
a message) or email to tedbarrett79@
gmail.com for reservations.

United Church  
of Hinesburg
An Open, Welcoming, 
Affirming and Reconciling Church

Pastor: Rev. Jared Hamilton 
802-482-3352 • ucofh.org 
unitedchurch@gmavt.net
Location: 10580 Route 116
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 39
Office Hours: Monday and 
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to noon, and by 

appointment.
Sunday Worship Service: 10 a.m. 
Senior Meals: Second Friday of 
the month; cost $5. Contact Ellie 
Lawyer 802-398-5320.
Sunday School: Nursery; children’s 
programs for ages Kindergarten 
through 5th grade.

Williston Federated 
Church
United Church of Christ and United 
Methodist Church
An Open and Affirming  
Reconciling Congregation

Minister: Rev. Paul Eyer 
802-878-5792 • steeple.org 
WillistonFederatedChurch@gmail.com
Location and Mailing Address: 
44 North Williston Road, Williston 
VT 05495
Activities: Junior and Senior High 
Youth Groups; Men’s Bible Study; 
Women’s Book Group; Junior, 
Senior and Contemporary Music 
Choirs; Friendship Suppers; oppor-
tunities for mission and outreach in 
the community, country, and world.
Service: Sundays, 9:30 a.m., 
Nursery/Child care provided; 
Sunday School during the service 
for pre-K through high school; 
Coffee/Fellowship after service in 
Fellowship Hall.

Trinity Episcopal 
Church
Rector: Rev. Dr. Fred Moser
802-985-2269 • trinityshelburne.org 
office@trinityshelburne.org 
Location and Mailing Address: 
5171 Shelburne Rd., Shelburne, VT 
05482
Worship service and Sunday 
School: 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. – hy-
brid service, in person and online 
(go to trinityshelburne.org for in-
structions on accessing Zoom link 
for online attendance).

All Souls Interfaith 
Gathering
Pastor: Rev. Don Chatfield    
802-985-3819 •allsoulsinterfaith.org
dchatfield@allsoulsinterfaith.org
Location: 291 Bostwick Farm Rd., 
Shelburne, VT 05482
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1124, 
Shelburne, Vermont 05482
Services:
Sunday 9 a.m.: Morning Meditation 
Sunday 5 p.m.: Music & Spirit 
Service

Community 
Alliance Church
Pastor: Scott Mansfield 
802-482-2132 • hinesburgcma.org 
info@hinesburgcma.org
Location and Mailing Address: 
190 Pond Road, Hinesburg (over-
looking CVUHS soccer fields)
Sunday Services: 10:30 a.m. 
Including children’s programs, 
for nursery through elementary 
school ages.
Middle School and High School 
Youth Group: Meets most Sundays 
for breakfast at 9 a.m. before the 
morning service plus lots of special 
events and outings. This is a great 
time to meet new friends, hang out 
and talk about real life and our place 
in this world. Contact Brandon and 
Mary Kate at info@hinesburgcma.
org for more information.
Weekday Life Groups and Bible 
Studies: Various times, days, and  
locations throughout the week.  
For more information, please con-
tact the church at 802-482-2132 or 
visit hinesburgcma.org.

Lighthouse  
Baptist Church
Pastor: Reverend Ed Hart 
802-482-2588 • LBCvt.homestead.
com lighthousevt@aim.com.
Location: Hinesburg Village Center,  
90 Mechanicsville Road
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 288
Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 
a.m. Lunchtime 11:40-12:20 p.m. 
Bible Study until 1:00 p.m. No evening 
service
Wednesday: 7 p.m. Bible Study and 
Prayer Meeting
All services live-streamed on Facebook 
Live (Lighthouse Baptist Church 
Hinesburg page)

Saint Jude  
the Apostle  
Catholic Church
Pastor: Fr. James Zuccaro  
802-425-2253 • stjudevt.org 
stjude@gmavt.net
Location: 10759 Route 116, 
Hinesburg
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69, 
Hinesburg, VT 05461
Pastor’s Mailing Address: 
2894 Spear Street/P. O. Box 158, 
Charlotte, VT 05445
Hinesburg Rectory: 802-482-2290, 
stjude@vermontcatholic.org, 
P. O. Box 69, Hinesburg 05461 
(10759 Route 116)
Parish Secretary: Marie Cookson, 
Rectory, 802-482-2290,  
mcookson@vermontcatholic.org 
Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Parish Council Chair: Dennis 
Casey, 802-453-4054
Finance Council Chair: William 
Bessette, 678-878-5910
Buildings and Grounds 
Supervisor: Contact parish office.
Weekend Masses:
Saturday, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday: 9:30 
a.m., St. Jude Church, Hinesburg; 
Sunday: 8 a.m. and 11 a.m., Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 
Charlotte
Weekday Masses: 
Monday & Friday at 8:30 a.m. at St. 
Jude’s; Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel.
Sacrament of Baptism: Call the 
Pastor for appointment
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Tuesday following the 5:15 p.m. 
Mass at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church; Saturday at 4 p.m. 
and Friday following the 8 a.m. 
Mass at St. Jude Church and by 
appointment.
Sacrament of Marriage: Contact 
the Pastor at least six months in 
advance

reLigion
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Make the right call when you need insurance!

Protecting Your Business, Home & Family

Insurance for:
Business • Farm • Home • Auto 
Motorcycle • Renters • Condo 
Boat • Recreational Vehicles

Representing Co-operative Insurance Companiens

4281 Shelburne Road 
Shelburne, VT 05482 

(802) 985-2453

titus@titusinsurance.net 
www.titusinsurance.net 

 

BUY LOCAL! • 802.989.0396 • BOOTHILLMETALBENDERS.COM
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL • OWNER OPERATED • FULLY INSURED • NEAT & CLEAN

Specializing in Duct Cleaning 
and Ductwork for Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning.

We use 5,000+ cfm HEPA vacuum cleaning systems. 
We can design, fabricate, seal, insulate, clean, anything to do  

with your ducted systems. 

StephenS 
Family DentiStry
David Stephens, DMD

•Cleanings •Bridges 
•Fillings •Crowns 
•Sealants •Extractions 
•Dental Implants •Teeth Whitening 
•Root Canals •Dentures 
•Dental Emergencies •Veneers

Serving Chittenden County  
and Surrounding Areas 
New Patients Welcome 
Conveniently Located 

– Most Insurance Accepted –

82 Ballards Corner Road 
Hinesburg, VT 05461 

802-482-3155

Sarah Capron 
PT

sarahcapron@deept.com

www.DeePT.com • Since 1988
52 Farmall Drive, Hinesburg 

802-482-2200
With locations in Shelburne and S. Burlington

Hinesburg, VT 
802-482-3136 • 802-343-5969

New Construction
Remodeling
Additions

Roofing/Siding/DecksHave news? email 
 news@hinesburgrecord.org.

https://www.jancannonphotography.com/PHOTOGRAPHY
https://www.jancannonphotography.com/PHOTOGRAPHY
https://www.jancannonphotography.com/PHOTOGRAPHY
http://annacwatts.com
mailto:tedbarrett79@gmail.com
mailto:tedbarrett79@gmail.com
https://hinesburgrecord.org/
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Capturing a Moment
Four photographers who make time stand still
BY JOHN CLIFFORD

Editors note: due to space  
considerations, we are able to 
show only a limited number of 
photos in print. For more photos 
please visit the sites listed within  
this article.

Pulitzer Prize-winning au-
thor and noted photographer 
Eudora Welty once wrote, 

“A good snapshot keeps a moment 
that’s gone, from running away.” 
Photographs document our his-
tory, and serve as a record of our 
personal journey. These photos be-
come among our most cherished 
possessions and we place them in 
positions of honor and reflection in 
our homes or offices.
My mother spent most of her later 
life visiting historic sites, old bat-
tlefields and gravestones, talking 
to older Vermonters. Investigation 
of old documents and family con-
nections, because she understood 
our present lives are connected 
to our past lives and much of that 
through photos.
Without question, the art of pho-
tography has changed consider-
ably, and now images can be cap-
tured with speed and accuracy 
with digital cameras, and a digi-
tal photo can be seen around the 
world in an instant. Incredible im-
ages of distant stars and galaxies, 
taken from light particles travel-
ing millions of light-years to be 
captured by the Hubble space tele-
scope, allowing astronomers to re-
write theories.
In and near Hinesburg, we are  
fortunate to have well-known  
professional photographers who 
call this area home.

Jamie Proctor-Brassard 

Jamie Proctor-Brassard  
developed an early interest 
in photography. Her high 

school didn’t offer classes in pho-
tography, so she helped to start a 
photo club and darkroom. Jamie 
attended Keene State College 
and earned a BA in graphic de-
sign and photography in 2003, 
and a Master of Photography 
Degree from Professional 
Photographers of America in 2022. 
She just completed her term as 
President of Vermont Professional 
Photographers. Jamie owns 
Letter10 Creative, a design and 
photography studio specializing 
in Vermont brands since 2008. 
Jamie states: “The most rewarding 
part is giving back to Vermonters, 
through teaching and helping cli-
ents with a customized experi-
ence. My goal is to tell a story and 
to create an image that will leave 
someone with emotion and curios-
ity.” Jamie’s love for photography 
and giving back has led her to vol-
unteer for “Now I Lay Me Down 
to Sleep,” a national organization 
offering professional images to 
grieving families. She provides a 
photographic gift of remembrance 
for parents grieving deep loss.

Visit letter10creative.com/ for more.

Lindsay Gardner 

Lindsay got started in pho-
tography after coming to 
terms with the cost – in her 

words “shocked” – of taking por-
traits of her newborn children, 
and deciding there must be a bet-
ter way. She got together enough 
funds and purchased an expensive 
digital camera and started learn-
ing. Lindsay completed several 
online photography courses and 
became a member of the Vermont 
Professional Photographers, and 
started an online photography 
business. Most of her business in-
volves taking graduation photos, 
newborn and Christmas card pho-
tos. “My goal is to help people make 
connections in their lives and make 
them feel beautiful,” she said. 

Visit portraitsvt.com for more.

Jan Cannon

Jan Cannon has been taking 
pictures for over 30 years. 
The majority of his pictures 

have been taken in the town of 
Charlotte, Vermont – either at Lake 
Champlain or in the woods near-
by. Low hills slope down to a broad 
valley on the shores of beautiful 
Lake Champlain. In the distance 
to the west are the Adirondack 
Mountains of New York and to the 
east are the Green Mountains of 

of Hinesburg
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VOLUNTEER  
OPPORTUNITIES
Make a Difference
Do you need volunteers for a Hinesburg event or 
non-profit  organization? Send the information to 
news@hinesburgrecord.org and we’ll publish it here. 
Use “volunteer need” as a subject line. 

Mentoring
Hinesburg Community School is looking for Mentors!
Mentors are distinct members of a team of caring 
adults who show up to spend an hour a week with a 
5-8th grader during the school year.
Mentors bring with them a sense of shared fun, new 
experiences and great listening skills.  Mentors 
bring encouragement and options for expanding 
a young person’s regard for themselves and their 
world.  By sharing yourself with your mentee you 
can inspire them to create a richer future for them-
selves. Contact Program Coordinator Livy Bulger 
at lbulger@cvsdvt.org or 802-482-6248 for more 
information.

Hinesburg Community  
Resource Center
Volunteer to help run our benefit thrift shop, Twice 
is Nice, in daily shifts. Or help stock shelves and 
offer assistance to families visiting the Food Shelf. 
Volunteers are needed to help with clothing and 
book swaps in April and October. Contact Anna Main 
at 802-482-4946 or at  main@hinesburgresource.org 
for more information.

Hinesburg Trails
Help maintain public trails.  All skill levels from 
none (just enthusiasm) to experienced chainsaw 
operators, and trail designers are needed.   
For more information contact Ray Mainer at  
rmainer@gmavt.net.

Meals on Wheels
Help out local area residents who cannot easily 
get out of their homes. Become a Meals on Wheels 
driver. Routes take anywhere from an hour to an 
hour-and-a-half depending on the day. You need 
not commit to a weekly schedule. Call Jane Gage at  
802-482-6096 for more information.

Town Committees
Frequently there are openings on town committees. 
Here are some of the recent ones.
• Agency Request Review Committee 
• Conservation Commission 
• Economic Development Committee 
• Planning Commision 
• Recreation Commission 
• Village Steering Committee
Check town web site hinesburg.org for the most 
current committee openings, descriptions and 
instructions on how to apply. For more information 
contact Katharina Frazier (Assistant Town Manager) 
at 802-482-2281 ext. 1 or kfrazier@hinesburg.org. 

The Hinesburg Record
Help publish your community newspaper which is 
produced by volunteers who write, edit, and lay it 
out each month. The Record needs people to write 
and edit copy, take photos, and help with  
distribution and mailing. One-time or occasional 
submission of articles is more than welcome.
If you are interested contact us at  
news@hinesburgrecord.org.

802-482-5232 
gtre@gmavt.net 

www.vermontgreentree.com

Thinking of selling your home this year?
Our agents are local and very knowledgeable about 

Charlotte, Shelburne and Hinesburg.

                                                       Contact us today!

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE SOLUTION THROUGHOUT THE CHAMPLAIN VALLEY.
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